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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015
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An Initiatve by

Fund-raiSing through QiPS hitS 19-month low

PeS Show PreFerenCe For Controlled dealS

One firm mObilises mOney via rOute in this quarter, cOmpared tO 12 a year agO
The fall of markets from their 
peak levels earlier this year, and 
the range bound movement since 
then, has not only dampened 
investor sentiment, but has also 
kept companies at bay from raising 
funds via the qualified institutional 
placement (QIP) route over the past 
few months, which hit a 19-month 
low in November.

(QIP is a process to enable listed 
companies to raise finance through 
the issue of securities to qualified 
institutional buyers.) 

So far in the current quarter 
(October to December), only J 
Kumar Infraprojects raised `409 
crore through the QIP route, 
compared to 12 companies that 
had mobilised `3,400 crore in the 
corresponding period last year. 
Not a single company has raised 
funds via the QIP route so far in 
November. During February April 
2014, no company had used the 
QIP route.

So far in 2015, 28 firms raised 
`17,694 crore through QIP, which 
is 44 per cent lower compared to 
the corresponding period in 2014, 
when 29 companies had mobilised 
`31,025 crore. As many as 33 firms 
had raised `31,684 crore in the 
whole of 2014.

Analysts attribute this to volatile 
market conditions that have kept 
companies from raising funds 
through this route.

“Market conditions have turned 
for the worse in the past couple of 
months and many companies are 
not urgently looking to raise cash at 
lower valuations. That apart, many 
QIPs, over the past few years, have 
been by debt-laden companies 
looking to reduce their debt. While 
these were done at reasonable 
valuations, investors subscribed in 
the hope of an economic recovery 
led improvement in numbers for 
these companies, but have been 
let down so far. So, the appetite 
for funding such companies has 

been lower,” said Aashish 
Somaiyaa, managing director 
and chief executive, Motilal 
Oswal AMC.

Negative returns

In the past one-and-a-half 
months, the S&P BSE Sensex 
has corrected one per cent 
and slipped 12 per cent from 
its peak in  rch. As a result, 
most QIPs in 2015 have 
returned negative value, 
with 16 out of 28 trading 
below their offer price. 
“The secondary markets have lost 
considerable ground since their 
peak in March. That apart, a lot of 
investors have lost money in QIPs. 
These are the two main reasons 
why QIPs have failed to pick up this 
year. The road ahead depends on 
how the secondary markets play 
out. We need at least a 10 to 15 per 
cent rally from here for companies 
and investors to get attracted 
to QIPs,” said G Chokkalingam, 
founder and managing director of 
Equinomics Research & Advisory. 

“A pick-up can happen in case any 
particular theme has a dream run, 
as was the case with the logistics 
sector a few months ago. So, either 
there is a broad-based rally that 
takes the markets higher, or there is 
a theme that does well, which will 
re-kindle appetite for fund-raising 
via the QIP route,” Chokkalingam 
adds.

Source: Business Standard 
27 November, 2015

 In a recent deal, US private equity 
(PE) firm KKR bought 70 per cent 
stake in investment bank Avendus. 
In two recent deals, Fairfax India 
Holdings picked up 71 per cent 
in speciality chemicals maker Adi 
Finches and 74 per cent in National 
Collateral Management Services. 
In August, Sequoia Capital bought 
a significant minority stake in 
Groupon India and re-branded it 
near buy. 

The common factor in these 
deals is that they’re all ‘controlled 
transactions’, where the PE investor 
has acquired more than 51 per cent 
stake or is the largest investor in a 
company with significant minority 
stake. PEs, who have been living with 
minority stakes in Indian firms, are 
increasingly showing a preference 
for controlled deals in India, hoping 
for faster exits and better returns.

 “Minority stakes may have worked 
out (in the past). But today, we have 
so much operating experience. With 
controlled deals, we can control 

our destiny better and guide the 
outcomes (vision, implement 
strategy and exits) better,” Sanjay 
Nayar, member of KKR and chief 
executive officer (CEO) of KKR India, 
said in a recent interaction.

According to M K Sinha, managing 
partner and CEO of IDFC 
Alternatives, who has done a couple 
of controlled deals, such deals 
provide flexibility. “You can drive 
the operations the way you want; 
you are not dependent on someone 
else. You can take the company 
forward with greater control, ensure 
better governance and outcomes.” 

This was evident in the PE firm’s 
exit from Green Infra, a company 
incubated by IDFC Alternatives, 
where a subsidiary of Singapore-
based Sembacrop bought 60 per 
cent for $227 million. “We had the 
ability to control that sale. We were 
not dependent on a partner (read 
promoter) on when to exit,” says 
Sinha. 

Globally, PEs do a buyout, turn 
around a company, and sell it. In 
India, they were forced to pick only 
minority stakes as Indian promoters 
were not willing to cede control. 
Minority stakes often meant limited 
say in operations and strategy, and 
in some cases, differences and 
disputes with promoters. ‘‘When 
you are in minority, what do you 
say? You had cases like Lilliput, 
where the promoter went crazy 
with stores,” says a PE manager, 
who doesn’t wish to be quoted on 
this.

The problem with minority stakes 
is the degree of control. ‘‘You 
are dependent on the majority 
shareholder for compliance, 
governance,’’ says Sinha. While a 
PE firm wants to exit in five, seven, 
or nine years, the promoter may 
have a different horizon for an 
initial public offering. “Minority 
stakes imposes a lot of restrictions 
for PEs to influence strategy and 
outcomes,” says Toshan Tamhane, 
partner, Mckinsey & Co.

NSE’S SME platforM gaiNS MoMENtuM thiS yEar
This has by far been the best 

year for the SME platform, 
started by the country’s two 

premier bourses about three years 
ago, to enable small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) to list.

The National Stock Exchange 
of India’s (NSE) moribund SME 
platform finally gained traction this 
year, with the exchange adding 20 
companies, of which five were listed 
on its Emerge platform through an 
initial public offering (IPO) and the 
rest on its Emerge-ITP platform, 
where companies are listed without 
an IPO. The exchange now has listed 
a total of 31 SMEs. BSE, on the other 
hand, added 38 companies this year, 
taking its total to 110 companies. In 
the next few months, the exchange 
plans to list another 15 SMEs on its 
platform.

“For us, the quality of listing is more 
important than numbers. From 
the very beginning we were more 
interested in building the right 
ecosystem first,” said Ravi Varanasi, 

chief, business development, NSE. 

Varanasi added the exchange was 
in talks with market participants 
to attract more SMEs. “At present, 
around 50 companies are at various 
stages of listing, which will happen 
in due course. It seems that the 
efforts of the last few years are 
being paid off now,” he said.

According to industry sources, the 
regulator has been putting pressure 
on the exchange to increase the 
number of its SME listings. NSE has 
maintained that the fewer listings 
on its platform is a result of stringent 
listing norms. 

Ashishkumar Chauhan, managing 
director & CEO, BSE, in a recent 
interview to Business Standard, 
attributed the success of the BSE 
SME platform to market-making. 
“The SME platform is an investment, 
not a trading platform, so we are not 
banking on trades to sustain it. We 
are going for compulsory market-
making and that has been one of the 
reasons for the platform’s success.” 

The SME segment is still grappling 
with issues such as lack of liquidity 
and lacklustre institutional 
participation. “The segment needs 
a complete overhaul as there are 
hardly any qualified investors willing 
to put money into these companies,” 
said G Ganesh, founder, Inga Capital. 
“The stocks are traded among a 
select group, mostly promoters. You 
can’t get in and out at will,” he said. 

According to experts, the need 
of the hour is to bring in priority 
investing from big institutional 
players and tweak the lot size to 
improve liquidity. The minimum lot 
size varies between `1 lakh and ` 2 
lakh. 

Institutional participation has not 
been absent altogether, though. 
For instance, Sidbi bought about 
four per cent of the IPO of Ashapura 
Intimates Fashion. Central Bank of 
India and Bank of Maharashtra have 
bought 2.26 per cent and 1.4 per 
cent, respectively, of the IPO of Opal 
Luxury Time Products.

 Institutions such as ICICI Bank, State 
Bank of India, Bank of Baroda, Bank 
of India and Union Bank of India 
have invested in Mitcon Consultancy 
& Engineering Services.

Source: Business Standard 
24  December, 2015

NSX rElauNchES aiMS to ShakE up uS iNduStry

The National Stock Exchange 
(NSX) relaunched on Tuesday 
with a low-cost model its new 

management says will challenge 
current sector practices and could 
save US investors billions if adopted 
market-wide.

 NSX reopened as the 12th US stock 
exchange following a shutdown of 
more than a year and a half due 
to a lack of trading volume. It will 
charge 3 cents for every 100 shares 
it matches and will not charge 
anything for buy and sell orders 
posted there.

Most US exchanges charge 30 
cents per 100 shares executed 
and provide rebates that can be 
more than 30 cents per 100 shares 
posted as an incentive for brokers 
to provide liquidity, aimed at 
making it easier for others to get 
trades done. 

Exchange fees and rebates have 
been the subject of intense debate 

in recent years. Many brokers, 
proprietary trading firms, and 
institutional investors say exchange 
fees, which subsidize rebates, are 
too high, forcing them to send 
their orders to cheaper, broker-
run, private trading venues. Critics 
say the system creates conflicts of 
interest as brokers may seek the 
highest rebates for their clients’ 

orders rather than the best prices. 
“We’re going to go out with an 
aggressive model which drastically 
lowers access fees and addresses 
these concerns about rebates,” 
NSX Chief Executive Mark Sulavka 
said in an interview. 

The industry would save over $2 
billion a year in exchange fees if the 
market as a whole were to adopt 
NSX’s fee model, and more than 
$1.5 billion a year in rebates would 
be removed, he said. 

Exchange operator Nasdaq Inc 
lowered its fees and rebates for a 
number of stocks in a temporary 
experiment earlier this year and 
found it lost market share in those 
stocks as many trading firms 
sought higher rebates elsewhere. 
Jersey City, New Jersey based 
NSX, which first launched in 1885 
as the Cincinnati Stock Exchange, 
also has a flat fee structure, 
unlike the tiered model used by 

most exchanges, and does not let 
customers pay to co-locate their 
servers next to its matching engines 
to gain a speed advantage. NSX will 
compete against exchanges run 
by Nasdaq, BATS Global Markets, 
Intercontinental Exchange Inc, 
the Chicago Stock Exchange, 
and around 40 private trading 
platforms, including IEX Group.

Source: Business Standard 
24 December, 2015

LOCAL BANKS TOP IPO LEAGUE 
TABLE IN 2015

CIS: SEBI CLAMPED 
ON 60 COMPANIES 
IN JAN-NOVLocal investment banks 

dominated in initial public 
offerings (IPOs) during 

2015 when a healthy pipeline 
of issues hit the market.

 Kotak Mahindra Bank topped 
the charts with nine issues 
and a market share of 13.6 per 
cent, according to Bloomberg. 
Axis Bank came in second 
followed by Citi, Edelweiss 
Financial Services and 
JPMorgan. ICICI Securities and 
IDFC Capital were the other 
local investment banks that 
made it to the top 10.

“We realised the importance 
of being part of a larger global 
platform and continued to 
invest in the business in 
the past four years”, said V 
Jayasankar, senior executive 
director, Kotak Investment 
Banking. 

Several foreign investment 
banks, on the other hand, 
scaled down operations in the 
past few years. 

“There was a clear demand-
supply mismatch, and many 
companies were waiting to 

raise money. We caught the 
trend early”, said Dharmesh 
Mehta, managing director 
and chief executive officer, 
Axis Capital. “Our strong 
institutional franchise also 
proved to be a big help”, he 
added.

 Indian companies are now 
more confident about the 
execution skills of local 
banks. “Earlier, there was a 
perception that only foreign 
investment bankers could 
attract overseas money. That 
is no longer the case”, said 
Mehta.

 Indian investment banks 
were preferred by issuers of 
up to `.1, 000 crore, observed 
Prithvi Haldea, chairman of 
IPO tracker Prime Database. 
“Even for large issues, the 
dependence on foreign banks 
has come down”, he added.

 Haldea clarified that foreign 
banks were still in demand 
because they brought in a 
wider network of investors. 

The IPO market saw revival 
after four years, with 21 issues 

collectively raising `.13, 600 
crore in 2015, according to 
Prime Database.

 Nineteen companies had 
anchor investors that 
collectively subscribed to 30 
per cent of the total public issue 
amount. Indian institutional 
investors played a significant 
role as anchor investors, with 
their subscription amounting 
to 13 per cent of the amount, 
compared to 16 per cent by 
foreign institutional investors.

Source: Business Standard 
3 January, 2016

Taking strict action against illicit money pooling 
schemes, capital markets regulator Securities 
and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) had 

clamped on a little over 60 companies in the first 
eleven months of 2015 for illegally raising crores of 
rupees.

 In comparison, 45 firms were penalised by the 
regulator in all of 2014 for raising money through 
Collective Investment Schemes (CIS). 

Among others, PACL, Raghav Capital, Emerging India, 
BNP India Developers & Infrastructure, Popular Agro, 
USK India, IHI developers, Samruddha Jeevan Foods, 
Yatra Art Fund, Wisdom Agrotech and JSR Diaries, 
were garnering money through unauthorised CIS last 
year. Besides, barring all these firms from mobilising 
further funds from investors, these companies 
and their directors have also been restrained from 
accessing the securities market.

Further proceedings are underway in many cases. 
They were asked to wind up their existing schemes 
and repay their money, with interest. 

After, several restrictions have been imposed by Sebi 
on these companies through separate orders. 

These companies were raising capital through 
unauthorised CIS without taking necessary regulatory 
approvals, thereby violating the provisions of the 
Companies Act, besides applicable Sebi regulations. 
PTI

Source: Business Standard 
5 January, 2016

CHINA STOCKS MAY DIVE 27% IN ‘16: BOA
The early January blues for 

Chinese stocks will persist 
through 2016, according to 

Bank of America Merrill Lynch, 
which expects the Shanghai 
Composite index to end the year 
down roughly 27%, at about 2,600.

David Cui, head of China equity 
strategy , is known to be bearish 
on the world’s second largest 
economy--which is to say that 
he’s less sanguine than most of 
his peers about the consequences 
of unwinding leverage that has 
mounted in a short period of time. 
For China--which has enjoyed a 

rapid expansion of debt relative to 
the size of its economy--this time 
will not be different, Cui contended 
in a note.

“Historically, any country that 
grew debt this fast inevitably ran 
into financial-system problems, 
including currency devaluation, 
banking recap, and high inflation, 
and we do not expect China to 
be an exception”, said Cui. We 
believe that the government had 
maintained system stability over 
the past few years by allowing 
various implicit guarantees to get 
firmly entrenched, which has made 

the financial system fragile”.

Meanwhile, China moved to 
support its sinking stock market 
as state-controlled funds bought 
equities and the securities 
regulator signaled a selling ban 
on major investors will remain 
beyond this week’s expiration date, 
according to people familiar with 
the matter.

Government funds purchased 
local stocks on Tuesday after a 
7% tumble in the CSI300 Index 
on Monday triggered a market-
wide trading halt, said the people, 

who asked not to be identified 
because the buying wasn’t publicly 
disclosed. The China Securities 
Regulatory Commission asked 
bourses verbally to tell listed 
companies that the six-month 
sales ban on major stockholders 
will remain valid beyond Jan. 8, the 
people said.

Source: The Times of India 
6 January, 2016

COUNTDOWN TO BUDGET - TAX BREAKS SOUGHT 
TO REVIVE SEZS

The commerce department is 
once again trying to revitalize 
special economic zones (SEZs), 

many of which have surplus land 
at their disposal, and has pitched 
for removal of minimum alternate 
tax (MAT) as well as postponing 
the phase-out of tax exemptions 
in the budget. When contacted, 
commerce and industry minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman confirmed the 
development and said, “We have 
had detailed discussions on this 
and a delegation of SEZs came and 
met me... Our intention is to make 
SEZs as vibrant as they can be. They 
should benefit from exports. They 
should also sometimes, if there 
is capacity for them, be able to 
do some work for domestic units, 
which want them to supplement 
their activities. A great degree of 
flexibility should be offered to units 
which are located in SEZs. “ Sources 
said that Sitharaman had raised the 
issue with finance minister Arun 
Jaitley before he left for Davos 

to attend the World Economic 
Forum’s annual meeting.

In its pre-budget proposal, the 
department is also learnt to have 
flagged the issue of providing some 
assistance to exports, especially 
those which are labour-intensive 
such as textiles, leather, footwear, 
auto parts and certain engineering 
goods.

The commerce minister indicated 
that the proposals related to tack 
ling the high cost of capital, which 
despite the 3% interest subsidy 
remained high by international 
standards, were also discussed. 
“Not every sector is equally 
affected. There are sectors which 

are holding out and coincidently 
these are sectors where labour-
intensive work takes place. These 
sectors need to be given additional 
help so that they also don’t fall into 
red, “she told TOI.

Falling exports are a key policy 
headache for the Narendra Modi 
government, given that they have 
contracted for 13 months in a 
row and the global environment 
remains gloomy. In recent months, 
the rupee has weakened against 
the dollar but other currencies 
have depreciated more, resulting 
in the benefit not accruing to 
the exporters. In fact, apart from 
China, currencies such as the Thai 

baht or the Indonesian rupiah have 
depreciated more over the past 12 
months.

In case of SEZs, Sitharaman has 
been pressing for easier policy 
dispensation ever since she took 
charge in 2014 but the revenue 
department bureaucracy has 
repeatedly blocked any relaxation. 
The revenue department, which 
felt left out due to the owners 
being vested with a board headed 
by the commerce secretary, had 
got then FM Pranab Mukherjee to 
amend the SEZ law and levy MAT 
as well as dividend distribution tax 
on SEZs. This was done despite the 
SEZ Act promising a tax holiday for 
a specified period. The commerce 
ministry is now trying to set right 
the rules for SEZs which accounted 
for exports of $80 billion.

Source: The Times of India 
25 January, 2016

INVESTORS SEEK MEETING WITH SEBI TO 
OPPOSE NSE REJIG
Shareholders in the National 

Stock Exchange (NSE) have 
sought a meeting with the 

Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) about their opposition 
to NSE’s restructuring plan. This 
follows a letter opposing the plan, 
sent by a group of nine investors to the 
exchange’s chairman on January 13. 

The shareholders want Sebi to 
direct the exchange to drop its 
restructuring plan, which, they say, 
could delay the exchange’s Initial 
Public Offering (IPO) of shares and 
lead to significant tax liabilities. The 
regulator has agreed to schedule 
a meeting with the shareholders 
to discuss the issue, say people 
in the know. “We are hoping that 
Sebi takes up the matter with the 
exchange and directs it to drop 
its restructuring plan,” said a 
shareholder, on the condition of 
anonymity.

 According to a legal expert, the 
exchange is well within its rights 
to seek restructuring, which needs 
market regulator, Sebi’s nod. “In 
all probability, Sebi will do an 
independent evaluation of the 
proposal and may not be swayed 
by the recent complaints by the 
shareholders,” he said. However, he 
pointed out that a regulatory nod 
does not guarantee that the proposal 
will go through, as it may be blocked 
by the shareholders at the special 
resolution stage. “Technically, 
shareholders constituting more 
than 25 per cent paid-up equity 
capital of the company can block the 
proposal,” he said. (Paid-up capital 
is the amount of a company’s capital 
funded by shareholders. Paid-up 
capital can be less than a company’s 
total capital because a company 
may not issue all of the shares it has 
been authorised to sell.) 

Accounting for SBI’s opposition, at 
least 35 per cent of shareholders 
at present are not in favour of the 
restructuring. State Bank of India 
and subsidiary SBI Capital Markets 
together hold around 15 per cent in 
NSE. It could take at least a month 
for Sebi to evaluate the merits of 
the restructuring plan, said experts. 

In the January 13 letter, the nine 
investors — mostly foreign private-
equity players which together hold 
about 20 per cent stake in NSE — 
had pointed out that the merits 
of undertaking the restructuring 
had not been satisfactorily 
demonstrated by NSE and its 
management to the shareholders. 
The investors had requested the 
exchange not to go ahead with its 
restructuring plan and not to seek 
Sebi’s approval for the same. 

The letter requested the exchange 

to file an in-principle approval 
application for listing with Sebi 
within the next 30 days and start 
the groundwork for listing. In an 
email response last week, an NSE 
spokesperson said the restructuring 
plan was for ring-fencing the core 
regulatory function of the exchange 
after listing.

Source: Business Standard 
28 January, 2016

COMMERCE DEPT SEEKS SOPS FOR LABOUR-INTENSIVE EXPORTS

CBDT mulls fair mkT value for unquoTeD 
sToCk TaxaTion

The revenue department on 
Friday proposed to levy capital 
gains tax on unquoted shares 

at `fair market value’ in place of the 
current practice of charging it on the 
basis value entered in the books of a 
firm.

The Finance Act, 2017 passed by 
Parliament has inserted a new 
section, the Income Tax Act (effective 
from April next year), for valuation 
of unquoted shares on fair market 
value for computing capital gains tax. 
Unquoted shares are those which 
are not traded on recognised stock 
exchanges.

In pursuance of the amendment in 
the Finance Act, the Central Board of 
Direct Taxes (CBDT) on Friday released 
draft rules and invited comments 
from the stakeholders by May 19. 
“The valuation norms for unquoted 
shares is proposed to be changed 
radically, “said Abhishek Goenka, 

partner and leader at tax consultancy 
firm PwC. Accordingly, he said any 
transaction in unquoted shares will 
now have to be carried out at its fair 
value and if done at lower than this, 

both buyer and seller will be liable 
to additional tax based on fair value. 
He also opined that applying a fair 
value basis for unquoted shares will 
create subjectivity, particularly for 

businesses where business models 
are unique and untested.

The tax department applies the fair 
market value formula for levy capital 
gains tax on transfer of assets like 
jewellery and artistic works.

In case of immovable property, 
the stamp duty value is taken into 
consideration for determining 
taxability

Source: The Times of India 
6 May, 2017

rBi geTs power To aCT againsT DefaulTers
Can give speCifiC orDers To Banks To sTarT BankrupTCy anD insolvenCy proCeeDings

The government on Friday 
promulgated an ordinance 
empowering the Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI) to issue 
specific instructions to banks to 
act against defaulters and also 
initiate bankruptcy and insolvency 
proceedings under the law, while 
promising more steps to ensure 
that banks get cracking on tackling 
bad debt amounting to over Rs 6 
lakh crore.

While details of additional steps 
will be announced shortly, finance 
minister Arun Jaitley told reporters 
that new targets, being fixed for 
the state-run lenders as part of the 
annual exercise, will link additional 
equity support to immediate “cash 
Banks eye top 50% of Rs.10L-cr bad 
loans, P 20 release initiatives“, such 
as sale of assets, closure of non-
profitable branches, reduction of 
overheads, steps to turn around 
the business and strengthening of 
credit appraisal process.

While some of the steps such as 
sale of non-core assets have been 
discussed in the past too, banks 
failed to make much headway. For 
the moment, the government has 
focused on the legal provisions 
through the ordinance to let the 
RBI to issue “directions to any 
banking company or banking 
companies to initiate insolvency 
resolution process in respect of a 
default under the provisions of the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(IBC), 2016“.

The ordinance also empowered 
the RBI to set up sector oversight 
panels that will help shield 
bankers from possible action by 
investigative agencies looking 
into loan restructuring proposals. 
The fear of agencies such as CBI, 
Comptroller & Auditor General and 
the Central Vigilance Commission 
have been cited by bankers to hold 
back decisions.

“A committee which oversees 

such JLF (joint lenders forum) 
arrangements is one step which 
will give them Source: RBI Financial 
Stability Report (bankers) this 
comfort level, “finance minister 
Arun Jaitley said at a press 
conference. An amendment is 
also proposed to the Prevention 
of Corruption Act, for which a Bill 
was introduced in Parliament. The 
standing committee has submitted 
its report on it and a revised Bill will 
be introduced in Parliament soon.

Jaitley -who made no bones 
about “unacceptably high level of 
non-performing assets (NPAs) “ 
hindering the capacity of lenders to 
fund economic activities -said the 
government has also given a one-
time general authorisation to the 
RBI. The ordinance, recommended 
by Parliament on Wednesday, was 
promulgated by President Pranab 
Mukherjee on Thursday evening. 
The ordinance, which inserts two 
new provisions into the Banking 
Regulation Act 1949, will have to be 

placed in Parliament for approval in 
the monsoon session.

“The object of this Act is that 
the present status quo cannot 
continue. And, the present status 
quo is that not much was moving 
and therefore a paralysis in the 
name of autonomy is detrimental 
to the economy itself and therefore 
really requires to be broken, 
“Jaitley said. He said the move 
will expedite commercial decision 
makings of banks. The minister said 
one of the objects is that “when 
bankers take commercial decisions 
on commercial and banking 
considerations, they must have 
adequate comfort level“.

Source: The Times of India 
6 May, 2017
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015
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Fund-raiSing through QiPS hitS 19-month low

PeS Show PreFerenCe For Controlled dealS

One firm mObilises mOney via rOute in this quarter, cOmpared tO 12 a year agO
The fall of markets from their 
peak levels earlier this year, and 
the range bound movement since 
then, has not only dampened 
investor sentiment, but has also 
kept companies at bay from raising 
funds via the qualified institutional 
placement (QIP) route over the past 
few months, which hit a 19-month 
low in November.

(QIP is a process to enable listed 
companies to raise finance through 
the issue of securities to qualified 
institutional buyers.) 

So far in the current quarter 
(October to December), only J 
Kumar Infraprojects raised `409 
crore through the QIP route, 
compared to 12 companies that 
had mobilised `3,400 crore in the 
corresponding period last year. 
Not a single company has raised 
funds via the QIP route so far in 
November. During February April 
2014, no company had used the 
QIP route.

So far in 2015, 28 firms raised 
`17,694 crore through QIP, which 
is 44 per cent lower compared to 
the corresponding period in 2014, 
when 29 companies had mobilised 
`31,025 crore. As many as 33 firms 
had raised `31,684 crore in the 
whole of 2014.

Analysts attribute this to volatile 
market conditions that have kept 
companies from raising funds 
through this route.

“Market conditions have turned 
for the worse in the past couple of 
months and many companies are 
not urgently looking to raise cash at 
lower valuations. That apart, many 
QIPs, over the past few years, have 
been by debt-laden companies 
looking to reduce their debt. While 
these were done at reasonable 
valuations, investors subscribed in 
the hope of an economic recovery 
led improvement in numbers for 
these companies, but have been 
let down so far. So, the appetite 
for funding such companies has 

been lower,” said Aashish 
Somaiyaa, managing director 
and chief executive, Motilal 
Oswal AMC.

Negative returns

In the past one-and-a-half 
months, the S&P BSE Sensex 
has corrected one per cent 
and slipped 12 per cent from 
its peak in  rch. As a result, 
most QIPs in 2015 have 
returned negative value, 
with 16 out of 28 trading 
below their offer price. 
“The secondary markets have lost 
considerable ground since their 
peak in March. That apart, a lot of 
investors have lost money in QIPs. 
These are the two main reasons 
why QIPs have failed to pick up this 
year. The road ahead depends on 
how the secondary markets play 
out. We need at least a 10 to 15 per 
cent rally from here for companies 
and investors to get attracted 
to QIPs,” said G Chokkalingam, 
founder and managing director of 
Equinomics Research & Advisory. 

“A pick-up can happen in case any 
particular theme has a dream run, 
as was the case with the logistics 
sector a few months ago. So, either 
there is a broad-based rally that 
takes the markets higher, or there is 
a theme that does well, which will 
re-kindle appetite for fund-raising 
via the QIP route,” Chokkalingam 
adds.

Source: Business Standard 
27 November, 2015

 In a recent deal, US private equity 
(PE) firm KKR bought 70 per cent 
stake in investment bank Avendus. 
In two recent deals, Fairfax India 
Holdings picked up 71 per cent 
in speciality chemicals maker Adi 
Finches and 74 per cent in National 
Collateral Management Services. 
In August, Sequoia Capital bought 
a significant minority stake in 
Groupon India and re-branded it 
near buy. 

The common factor in these 
deals is that they’re all ‘controlled 
transactions’, where the PE investor 
has acquired more than 51 per cent 
stake or is the largest investor in a 
company with significant minority 
stake. PEs, who have been living with 
minority stakes in Indian firms, are 
increasingly showing a preference 
for controlled deals in India, hoping 
for faster exits and better returns.

 “Minority stakes may have worked 
out (in the past). But today, we have 
so much operating experience. With 
controlled deals, we can control 

our destiny better and guide the 
outcomes (vision, implement 
strategy and exits) better,” Sanjay 
Nayar, member of KKR and chief 
executive officer (CEO) of KKR India, 
said in a recent interaction.

According to M K Sinha, managing 
partner and CEO of IDFC 
Alternatives, who has done a couple 
of controlled deals, such deals 
provide flexibility. “You can drive 
the operations the way you want; 
you are not dependent on someone 
else. You can take the company 
forward with greater control, ensure 
better governance and outcomes.” 

This was evident in the PE firm’s 
exit from Green Infra, a company 
incubated by IDFC Alternatives, 
where a subsidiary of Singapore-
based Sembacrop bought 60 per 
cent for $227 million. “We had the 
ability to control that sale. We were 
not dependent on a partner (read 
promoter) on when to exit,” says 
Sinha. 

Globally, PEs do a buyout, turn 
around a company, and sell it. In 
India, they were forced to pick only 
minority stakes as Indian promoters 
were not willing to cede control. 
Minority stakes often meant limited 
say in operations and strategy, and 
in some cases, differences and 
disputes with promoters. ‘‘When 
you are in minority, what do you 
say? You had cases like Lilliput, 
where the promoter went crazy 
with stores,” says a PE manager, 
who doesn’t wish to be quoted on 
this.

The problem with minority stakes 
is the degree of control. ‘‘You 
are dependent on the majority 
shareholder for compliance, 
governance,’’ says Sinha. While a 
PE firm wants to exit in five, seven, 
or nine years, the promoter may 
have a different horizon for an 
initial public offering. “Minority 
stakes imposes a lot of restrictions 
for PEs to influence strategy and 
outcomes,” says Toshan Tamhane, 
partner, Mckinsey & Co.

NSE’S SME platforM gaiNS MoMENtuM thiS yEar
This has by far been the best 

year for the SME platform, 
started by the country’s two 

premier bourses about three years 
ago, to enable small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) to list.

The National Stock Exchange 
of India’s (NSE) moribund SME 
platform finally gained traction this 
year, with the exchange adding 20 
companies, of which five were listed 
on its Emerge platform through an 
initial public offering (IPO) and the 
rest on its Emerge-ITP platform, 
where companies are listed without 
an IPO. The exchange now has listed 
a total of 31 SMEs. BSE, on the other 
hand, added 38 companies this year, 
taking its total to 110 companies. In 
the next few months, the exchange 
plans to list another 15 SMEs on its 
platform.

“For us, the quality of listing is more 
important than numbers. From 
the very beginning we were more 
interested in building the right 
ecosystem first,” said Ravi Varanasi, 

chief, business development, NSE. 

Varanasi added the exchange was 
in talks with market participants 
to attract more SMEs. “At present, 
around 50 companies are at various 
stages of listing, which will happen 
in due course. It seems that the 
efforts of the last few years are 
being paid off now,” he said.

According to industry sources, the 
regulator has been putting pressure 
on the exchange to increase the 
number of its SME listings. NSE has 
maintained that the fewer listings 
on its platform is a result of stringent 
listing norms. 

Ashishkumar Chauhan, managing 
director & CEO, BSE, in a recent 
interview to Business Standard, 
attributed the success of the BSE 
SME platform to market-making. 
“The SME platform is an investment, 
not a trading platform, so we are not 
banking on trades to sustain it. We 
are going for compulsory market-
making and that has been one of the 
reasons for the platform’s success.” 

The SME segment is still grappling 
with issues such as lack of liquidity 
and lacklustre institutional 
participation. “The segment needs 
a complete overhaul as there are 
hardly any qualified investors willing 
to put money into these companies,” 
said G Ganesh, founder, Inga Capital. 
“The stocks are traded among a 
select group, mostly promoters. You 
can’t get in and out at will,” he said. 

According to experts, the need 
of the hour is to bring in priority 
investing from big institutional 
players and tweak the lot size to 
improve liquidity. The minimum lot 
size varies between `1 lakh and ` 2 
lakh. 

Institutional participation has not 
been absent altogether, though. 
For instance, Sidbi bought about 
four per cent of the IPO of Ashapura 
Intimates Fashion. Central Bank of 
India and Bank of Maharashtra have 
bought 2.26 per cent and 1.4 per 
cent, respectively, of the IPO of Opal 
Luxury Time Products.

 Institutions such as ICICI Bank, State 
Bank of India, Bank of Baroda, Bank 
of India and Union Bank of India 
have invested in Mitcon Consultancy 
& Engineering Services.

Source: Business Standard 
24  December, 2015

NSX rElauNchES aiMS to ShakE up uS iNduStry

The National Stock Exchange 
(NSX) relaunched on Tuesday 
with a low-cost model its new 

management says will challenge 
current sector practices and could 
save US investors billions if adopted 
market-wide.

 NSX reopened as the 12th US stock 
exchange following a shutdown of 
more than a year and a half due 
to a lack of trading volume. It will 
charge 3 cents for every 100 shares 
it matches and will not charge 
anything for buy and sell orders 
posted there.

Most US exchanges charge 30 
cents per 100 shares executed 
and provide rebates that can be 
more than 30 cents per 100 shares 
posted as an incentive for brokers 
to provide liquidity, aimed at 
making it easier for others to get 
trades done. 

Exchange fees and rebates have 
been the subject of intense debate 

in recent years. Many brokers, 
proprietary trading firms, and 
institutional investors say exchange 
fees, which subsidize rebates, are 
too high, forcing them to send 
their orders to cheaper, broker-
run, private trading venues. Critics 
say the system creates conflicts of 
interest as brokers may seek the 
highest rebates for their clients’ 

orders rather than the best prices. 
“We’re going to go out with an 
aggressive model which drastically 
lowers access fees and addresses 
these concerns about rebates,” 
NSX Chief Executive Mark Sulavka 
said in an interview. 

The industry would save over $2 
billion a year in exchange fees if the 
market as a whole were to adopt 
NSX’s fee model, and more than 
$1.5 billion a year in rebates would 
be removed, he said. 

Exchange operator Nasdaq Inc 
lowered its fees and rebates for a 
number of stocks in a temporary 
experiment earlier this year and 
found it lost market share in those 
stocks as many trading firms 
sought higher rebates elsewhere. 
Jersey City, New Jersey based 
NSX, which first launched in 1885 
as the Cincinnati Stock Exchange, 
also has a flat fee structure, 
unlike the tiered model used by 

most exchanges, and does not let 
customers pay to co-locate their 
servers next to its matching engines 
to gain a speed advantage. NSX will 
compete against exchanges run 
by Nasdaq, BATS Global Markets, 
Intercontinental Exchange Inc, 
the Chicago Stock Exchange, 
and around 40 private trading 
platforms, including IEX Group.

Source: Business Standard 
24 December, 2015

LOCAL BANKS TOP IPO LEAGUE 
TABLE IN 2015

CIS: SEBI CLAMPED 
ON 60 COMPANIES 
IN JAN-NOVLocal investment banks 

dominated in initial public 
offerings (IPOs) during 

2015 when a healthy pipeline 
of issues hit the market.

 Kotak Mahindra Bank topped 
the charts with nine issues 
and a market share of 13.6 per 
cent, according to Bloomberg. 
Axis Bank came in second 
followed by Citi, Edelweiss 
Financial Services and 
JPMorgan. ICICI Securities and 
IDFC Capital were the other 
local investment banks that 
made it to the top 10.

“We realised the importance 
of being part of a larger global 
platform and continued to 
invest in the business in 
the past four years”, said V 
Jayasankar, senior executive 
director, Kotak Investment 
Banking. 

Several foreign investment 
banks, on the other hand, 
scaled down operations in the 
past few years. 

“There was a clear demand-
supply mismatch, and many 
companies were waiting to 

raise money. We caught the 
trend early”, said Dharmesh 
Mehta, managing director 
and chief executive officer, 
Axis Capital. “Our strong 
institutional franchise also 
proved to be a big help”, he 
added.

 Indian companies are now 
more confident about the 
execution skills of local 
banks. “Earlier, there was a 
perception that only foreign 
investment bankers could 
attract overseas money. That 
is no longer the case”, said 
Mehta.

 Indian investment banks 
were preferred by issuers of 
up to `.1, 000 crore, observed 
Prithvi Haldea, chairman of 
IPO tracker Prime Database. 
“Even for large issues, the 
dependence on foreign banks 
has come down”, he added.

 Haldea clarified that foreign 
banks were still in demand 
because they brought in a 
wider network of investors. 

The IPO market saw revival 
after four years, with 21 issues 

collectively raising `.13, 600 
crore in 2015, according to 
Prime Database.

 Nineteen companies had 
anchor investors that 
collectively subscribed to 30 
per cent of the total public issue 
amount. Indian institutional 
investors played a significant 
role as anchor investors, with 
their subscription amounting 
to 13 per cent of the amount, 
compared to 16 per cent by 
foreign institutional investors.

Source: Business Standard 
3 January, 2016

Taking strict action against illicit money pooling 
schemes, capital markets regulator Securities 
and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) had 

clamped on a little over 60 companies in the first 
eleven months of 2015 for illegally raising crores of 
rupees.

 In comparison, 45 firms were penalised by the 
regulator in all of 2014 for raising money through 
Collective Investment Schemes (CIS). 

Among others, PACL, Raghav Capital, Emerging India, 
BNP India Developers & Infrastructure, Popular Agro, 
USK India, IHI developers, Samruddha Jeevan Foods, 
Yatra Art Fund, Wisdom Agrotech and JSR Diaries, 
were garnering money through unauthorised CIS last 
year. Besides, barring all these firms from mobilising 
further funds from investors, these companies 
and their directors have also been restrained from 
accessing the securities market.

Further proceedings are underway in many cases. 
They were asked to wind up their existing schemes 
and repay their money, with interest. 

After, several restrictions have been imposed by Sebi 
on these companies through separate orders. 

These companies were raising capital through 
unauthorised CIS without taking necessary regulatory 
approvals, thereby violating the provisions of the 
Companies Act, besides applicable Sebi regulations. 
PTI

Source: Business Standard 
5 January, 2016

CHINA STOCKS MAY DIVE 27% IN ‘16: BOA
The early January blues for 

Chinese stocks will persist 
through 2016, according to 

Bank of America Merrill Lynch, 
which expects the Shanghai 
Composite index to end the year 
down roughly 27%, at about 2,600.

David Cui, head of China equity 
strategy , is known to be bearish 
on the world’s second largest 
economy--which is to say that 
he’s less sanguine than most of 
his peers about the consequences 
of unwinding leverage that has 
mounted in a short period of time. 
For China--which has enjoyed a 

rapid expansion of debt relative to 
the size of its economy--this time 
will not be different, Cui contended 
in a note.

“Historically, any country that 
grew debt this fast inevitably ran 
into financial-system problems, 
including currency devaluation, 
banking recap, and high inflation, 
and we do not expect China to 
be an exception”, said Cui. We 
believe that the government had 
maintained system stability over 
the past few years by allowing 
various implicit guarantees to get 
firmly entrenched, which has made 

the financial system fragile”.

Meanwhile, China moved to 
support its sinking stock market 
as state-controlled funds bought 
equities and the securities 
regulator signaled a selling ban 
on major investors will remain 
beyond this week’s expiration date, 
according to people familiar with 
the matter.

Government funds purchased 
local stocks on Tuesday after a 
7% tumble in the CSI300 Index 
on Monday triggered a market-
wide trading halt, said the people, 

who asked not to be identified 
because the buying wasn’t publicly 
disclosed. The China Securities 
Regulatory Commission asked 
bourses verbally to tell listed 
companies that the six-month 
sales ban on major stockholders 
will remain valid beyond Jan. 8, the 
people said.

Source: The Times of India 
6 January, 2016

COUNTDOWN TO BUDGET - TAX BREAKS SOUGHT 
TO REVIVE SEZS

The commerce department is 
once again trying to revitalize 
special economic zones (SEZs), 

many of which have surplus land 
at their disposal, and has pitched 
for removal of minimum alternate 
tax (MAT) as well as postponing 
the phase-out of tax exemptions 
in the budget. When contacted, 
commerce and industry minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman confirmed the 
development and said, “We have 
had detailed discussions on this 
and a delegation of SEZs came and 
met me... Our intention is to make 
SEZs as vibrant as they can be. They 
should benefit from exports. They 
should also sometimes, if there 
is capacity for them, be able to 
do some work for domestic units, 
which want them to supplement 
their activities. A great degree of 
flexibility should be offered to units 
which are located in SEZs. “ Sources 
said that Sitharaman had raised the 
issue with finance minister Arun 
Jaitley before he left for Davos 

to attend the World Economic 
Forum’s annual meeting.

In its pre-budget proposal, the 
department is also learnt to have 
flagged the issue of providing some 
assistance to exports, especially 
those which are labour-intensive 
such as textiles, leather, footwear, 
auto parts and certain engineering 
goods.

The commerce minister indicated 
that the proposals related to tack 
ling the high cost of capital, which 
despite the 3% interest subsidy 
remained high by international 
standards, were also discussed. 
“Not every sector is equally 
affected. There are sectors which 

are holding out and coincidently 
these are sectors where labour-
intensive work takes place. These 
sectors need to be given additional 
help so that they also don’t fall into 
red, “she told TOI.

Falling exports are a key policy 
headache for the Narendra Modi 
government, given that they have 
contracted for 13 months in a 
row and the global environment 
remains gloomy. In recent months, 
the rupee has weakened against 
the dollar but other currencies 
have depreciated more, resulting 
in the benefit not accruing to 
the exporters. In fact, apart from 
China, currencies such as the Thai 

baht or the Indonesian rupiah have 
depreciated more over the past 12 
months.

In case of SEZs, Sitharaman has 
been pressing for easier policy 
dispensation ever since she took 
charge in 2014 but the revenue 
department bureaucracy has 
repeatedly blocked any relaxation. 
The revenue department, which 
felt left out due to the owners 
being vested with a board headed 
by the commerce secretary, had 
got then FM Pranab Mukherjee to 
amend the SEZ law and levy MAT 
as well as dividend distribution tax 
on SEZs. This was done despite the 
SEZ Act promising a tax holiday for 
a specified period. The commerce 
ministry is now trying to set right 
the rules for SEZs which accounted 
for exports of $80 billion.

Source: The Times of India 
25 January, 2016

INVESTORS SEEK MEETING WITH SEBI TO 
OPPOSE NSE REJIG
Shareholders in the National 

Stock Exchange (NSE) have 
sought a meeting with the 

Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) about their opposition 
to NSE’s restructuring plan. This 
follows a letter opposing the plan, 
sent by a group of nine investors to the 
exchange’s chairman on January 13. 

The shareholders want Sebi to 
direct the exchange to drop its 
restructuring plan, which, they say, 
could delay the exchange’s Initial 
Public Offering (IPO) of shares and 
lead to significant tax liabilities. The 
regulator has agreed to schedule 
a meeting with the shareholders 
to discuss the issue, say people 
in the know. “We are hoping that 
Sebi takes up the matter with the 
exchange and directs it to drop 
its restructuring plan,” said a 
shareholder, on the condition of 
anonymity.

 According to a legal expert, the 
exchange is well within its rights 
to seek restructuring, which needs 
market regulator, Sebi’s nod. “In 
all probability, Sebi will do an 
independent evaluation of the 
proposal and may not be swayed 
by the recent complaints by the 
shareholders,” he said. However, he 
pointed out that a regulatory nod 
does not guarantee that the proposal 
will go through, as it may be blocked 
by the shareholders at the special 
resolution stage. “Technically, 
shareholders constituting more 
than 25 per cent paid-up equity 
capital of the company can block the 
proposal,” he said. (Paid-up capital 
is the amount of a company’s capital 
funded by shareholders. Paid-up 
capital can be less than a company’s 
total capital because a company 
may not issue all of the shares it has 
been authorised to sell.) 

Accounting for SBI’s opposition, at 
least 35 per cent of shareholders 
at present are not in favour of the 
restructuring. State Bank of India 
and subsidiary SBI Capital Markets 
together hold around 15 per cent in 
NSE. It could take at least a month 
for Sebi to evaluate the merits of 
the restructuring plan, said experts. 

In the January 13 letter, the nine 
investors — mostly foreign private-
equity players which together hold 
about 20 per cent stake in NSE — 
had pointed out that the merits 
of undertaking the restructuring 
had not been satisfactorily 
demonstrated by NSE and its 
management to the shareholders. 
The investors had requested the 
exchange not to go ahead with its 
restructuring plan and not to seek 
Sebi’s approval for the same. 

The letter requested the exchange 

to file an in-principle approval 
application for listing with Sebi 
within the next 30 days and start 
the groundwork for listing. In an 
email response last week, an NSE 
spokesperson said the restructuring 
plan was for ring-fencing the core 
regulatory function of the exchange 
after listing.

Source: Business Standard 
28 January, 2016

COMMERCE DEPT SEEKS SOPS FOR LABOUR-INTENSIVE EXPORTS

violaTion of foreign Borrowing rules - rounD-
Tripping of funDs? rBi senDs noTiCes To 8 Cos

seeks ClariTy on invesTmenTs maDe By Their foreign Jvs, suBsiDiaries inTo oTher inDian enTiTies

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has slapped notices 
on at least eight companies 

-including some software firms 
-amid concerns of round-tripping 
of fund and violation of rules on 
foreign borrowing.

The banking regulator has 
questioned the investments 
made by overseas joint-ventures 
and wholly-owned subsidiaries 
of these companies into other 
Indian entities.

The central bank suspects that 
some Indian groups and business 
families have misused overseas 
arms to raise cheap dollar loans 
and bring back the money as 
foreign direct investment (FDI) 
into local outfits owned by the 
same group.

RBI, in its letter sent over the 
last one month, has asked the 
companies whether specific 
approvals were taken for creating 
such structures, a senior banker 
told ET.

The regulator has in similar 
cases directed companies to 
unwind such investments, 
accept contravention committed 
under the Foreign Exchange 
Management Act (FEMA), and 
cough up a settlement fee for 
compounding the offence.

The nature of the fund-flow could 
typically be like this: company A 

floats a subsidiary or acquires an 
offshore company (say B, in the 
US), with B subsequently raising 
external commercial borrowing 
to buy equity of company C in 
India.

According to RBI’s order, either B 
will have to sell off its stake in C 
or A will have to divest its holding 
in B.

But this would not be painless 
if a business group -particularly 
infotech firms which operate 
in multiple jurisdictions and 
post their engineers in various 
locations -have genuine business 
reasons and commercial 
considerations that justify such 
fund-flow.

According to sources in the 
financial markets, offshore 
structures such as these have 
indeed been used in the past by 
Indian manufacturing and a few 
real estate companies to sidestep 
stringent regulations on external 

commercial borro wings (ECBs) 
in accessing inexpensive loans 
overseas.

The regulator is taking a closer 
look to figure out whether a slice 
of the inflow masquerading as 
FDI is actually leveraged offshore 
money and round-tripping of 
undeclared fund that was earlier 
parked in bank account of foreign 
unlisted companies where the 
Indian group has a sizeable 
control.

“However, RBI is yet to question 
the inflow from old overseas 
JVs or subsidiaries which have 
been in existence since the days 
of FERA. While some firms do 
indulge in such sharp practices, 
it will be unfortunate if genuine 
operating companies with bona 
fide businesses are pulled up, 
“said another person familiar 
with the development.

Under the circumstances, RBI may 
have to come out with certain 

c l a r i f i c a t i o n 
to spell out 
the nature 
of overseas 
subsidiaries and 
investments that 
are permissible.

“One is not 
clear about 
the `specific 
approval’ that 
RBI is taking 
about in its 
notices. An overseas company 
that is acquired may have pre-
existing subsidiary or surplus 
cash, “said the person.

A company in India can invest up 
to four times its net worth either 
to buy a company abroad or set 
up a fully-owned subsidiary as 
long as the offshore company has 
real and legitimate business and 
follows the rules on reporting to 
Indian authorities.

However, there is no explicit ban 
on offshore subsidiaries investing 
in India. According to the 
regulation, if an Indian unlisted 
company holds even a few shares 
of an overseas company, the latter 
is described as a `joint venture’ 
and could thus face hurdles while 
investing in India.

Source: The Economic Times  
4 May, 2017

irB infra raises rs 2,095 Crore from 
anChor invesTors Before inviT ipo

IRB Infrastructure has raised Rs.2,095 crore by 
allotting units to 28 anchor investors before 
the initial public offer (IPO) of its infrastructure 

investment trust.

The investors include Government of Singapore, 
Platinum International Fund, Birla Sun Life 

Mutual Fund, Schroder Asian Asset Income Fund 
and Deutsche Global Infrastructure Fund among 
others. IRB InvIT Fund has allotted 20.53 crore 
units at Rs.102 per unit to the investors. The 
company will raise Rs.5,033 crore from the IPO, 
which opens on Wednesday. The price band of 
the IPO is Rs.100-102 per unit. Investors need to 

bid for minimum 10,000 units and multiples of 
5,000 units thereafter

Source: The Economic Times  
3 May, 2017
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015
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An Initiatve by

Fund-raiSing through QiPS hitS 19-month low

PeS Show PreFerenCe For Controlled dealS

One firm mObilises mOney via rOute in this quarter, cOmpared tO 12 a year agO
The fall of markets from their 
peak levels earlier this year, and 
the range bound movement since 
then, has not only dampened 
investor sentiment, but has also 
kept companies at bay from raising 
funds via the qualified institutional 
placement (QIP) route over the past 
few months, which hit a 19-month 
low in November.

(QIP is a process to enable listed 
companies to raise finance through 
the issue of securities to qualified 
institutional buyers.) 

So far in the current quarter 
(October to December), only J 
Kumar Infraprojects raised `409 
crore through the QIP route, 
compared to 12 companies that 
had mobilised `3,400 crore in the 
corresponding period last year. 
Not a single company has raised 
funds via the QIP route so far in 
November. During February April 
2014, no company had used the 
QIP route.

So far in 2015, 28 firms raised 
`17,694 crore through QIP, which 
is 44 per cent lower compared to 
the corresponding period in 2014, 
when 29 companies had mobilised 
`31,025 crore. As many as 33 firms 
had raised `31,684 crore in the 
whole of 2014.

Analysts attribute this to volatile 
market conditions that have kept 
companies from raising funds 
through this route.

“Market conditions have turned 
for the worse in the past couple of 
months and many companies are 
not urgently looking to raise cash at 
lower valuations. That apart, many 
QIPs, over the past few years, have 
been by debt-laden companies 
looking to reduce their debt. While 
these were done at reasonable 
valuations, investors subscribed in 
the hope of an economic recovery 
led improvement in numbers for 
these companies, but have been 
let down so far. So, the appetite 
for funding such companies has 

been lower,” said Aashish 
Somaiyaa, managing director 
and chief executive, Motilal 
Oswal AMC.

Negative returns

In the past one-and-a-half 
months, the S&P BSE Sensex 
has corrected one per cent 
and slipped 12 per cent from 
its peak in  rch. As a result, 
most QIPs in 2015 have 
returned negative value, 
with 16 out of 28 trading 
below their offer price. 
“The secondary markets have lost 
considerable ground since their 
peak in March. That apart, a lot of 
investors have lost money in QIPs. 
These are the two main reasons 
why QIPs have failed to pick up this 
year. The road ahead depends on 
how the secondary markets play 
out. We need at least a 10 to 15 per 
cent rally from here for companies 
and investors to get attracted 
to QIPs,” said G Chokkalingam, 
founder and managing director of 
Equinomics Research & Advisory. 

“A pick-up can happen in case any 
particular theme has a dream run, 
as was the case with the logistics 
sector a few months ago. So, either 
there is a broad-based rally that 
takes the markets higher, or there is 
a theme that does well, which will 
re-kindle appetite for fund-raising 
via the QIP route,” Chokkalingam 
adds.

Source: Business Standard 
27 November, 2015

 In a recent deal, US private equity 
(PE) firm KKR bought 70 per cent 
stake in investment bank Avendus. 
In two recent deals, Fairfax India 
Holdings picked up 71 per cent 
in speciality chemicals maker Adi 
Finches and 74 per cent in National 
Collateral Management Services. 
In August, Sequoia Capital bought 
a significant minority stake in 
Groupon India and re-branded it 
near buy. 

The common factor in these 
deals is that they’re all ‘controlled 
transactions’, where the PE investor 
has acquired more than 51 per cent 
stake or is the largest investor in a 
company with significant minority 
stake. PEs, who have been living with 
minority stakes in Indian firms, are 
increasingly showing a preference 
for controlled deals in India, hoping 
for faster exits and better returns.

 “Minority stakes may have worked 
out (in the past). But today, we have 
so much operating experience. With 
controlled deals, we can control 

our destiny better and guide the 
outcomes (vision, implement 
strategy and exits) better,” Sanjay 
Nayar, member of KKR and chief 
executive officer (CEO) of KKR India, 
said in a recent interaction.

According to M K Sinha, managing 
partner and CEO of IDFC 
Alternatives, who has done a couple 
of controlled deals, such deals 
provide flexibility. “You can drive 
the operations the way you want; 
you are not dependent on someone 
else. You can take the company 
forward with greater control, ensure 
better governance and outcomes.” 

This was evident in the PE firm’s 
exit from Green Infra, a company 
incubated by IDFC Alternatives, 
where a subsidiary of Singapore-
based Sembacrop bought 60 per 
cent for $227 million. “We had the 
ability to control that sale. We were 
not dependent on a partner (read 
promoter) on when to exit,” says 
Sinha. 

Globally, PEs do a buyout, turn 
around a company, and sell it. In 
India, they were forced to pick only 
minority stakes as Indian promoters 
were not willing to cede control. 
Minority stakes often meant limited 
say in operations and strategy, and 
in some cases, differences and 
disputes with promoters. ‘‘When 
you are in minority, what do you 
say? You had cases like Lilliput, 
where the promoter went crazy 
with stores,” says a PE manager, 
who doesn’t wish to be quoted on 
this.

The problem with minority stakes 
is the degree of control. ‘‘You 
are dependent on the majority 
shareholder for compliance, 
governance,’’ says Sinha. While a 
PE firm wants to exit in five, seven, 
or nine years, the promoter may 
have a different horizon for an 
initial public offering. “Minority 
stakes imposes a lot of restrictions 
for PEs to influence strategy and 
outcomes,” says Toshan Tamhane, 
partner, Mckinsey & Co.

NSE’S SME platforM gaiNS MoMENtuM thiS yEar
This has by far been the best 

year for the SME platform, 
started by the country’s two 

premier bourses about three years 
ago, to enable small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) to list.

The National Stock Exchange 
of India’s (NSE) moribund SME 
platform finally gained traction this 
year, with the exchange adding 20 
companies, of which five were listed 
on its Emerge platform through an 
initial public offering (IPO) and the 
rest on its Emerge-ITP platform, 
where companies are listed without 
an IPO. The exchange now has listed 
a total of 31 SMEs. BSE, on the other 
hand, added 38 companies this year, 
taking its total to 110 companies. In 
the next few months, the exchange 
plans to list another 15 SMEs on its 
platform.

“For us, the quality of listing is more 
important than numbers. From 
the very beginning we were more 
interested in building the right 
ecosystem first,” said Ravi Varanasi, 

chief, business development, NSE. 

Varanasi added the exchange was 
in talks with market participants 
to attract more SMEs. “At present, 
around 50 companies are at various 
stages of listing, which will happen 
in due course. It seems that the 
efforts of the last few years are 
being paid off now,” he said.

According to industry sources, the 
regulator has been putting pressure 
on the exchange to increase the 
number of its SME listings. NSE has 
maintained that the fewer listings 
on its platform is a result of stringent 
listing norms. 

Ashishkumar Chauhan, managing 
director & CEO, BSE, in a recent 
interview to Business Standard, 
attributed the success of the BSE 
SME platform to market-making. 
“The SME platform is an investment, 
not a trading platform, so we are not 
banking on trades to sustain it. We 
are going for compulsory market-
making and that has been one of the 
reasons for the platform’s success.” 

The SME segment is still grappling 
with issues such as lack of liquidity 
and lacklustre institutional 
participation. “The segment needs 
a complete overhaul as there are 
hardly any qualified investors willing 
to put money into these companies,” 
said G Ganesh, founder, Inga Capital. 
“The stocks are traded among a 
select group, mostly promoters. You 
can’t get in and out at will,” he said. 

According to experts, the need 
of the hour is to bring in priority 
investing from big institutional 
players and tweak the lot size to 
improve liquidity. The minimum lot 
size varies between `1 lakh and ` 2 
lakh. 

Institutional participation has not 
been absent altogether, though. 
For instance, Sidbi bought about 
four per cent of the IPO of Ashapura 
Intimates Fashion. Central Bank of 
India and Bank of Maharashtra have 
bought 2.26 per cent and 1.4 per 
cent, respectively, of the IPO of Opal 
Luxury Time Products.

 Institutions such as ICICI Bank, State 
Bank of India, Bank of Baroda, Bank 
of India and Union Bank of India 
have invested in Mitcon Consultancy 
& Engineering Services.

Source: Business Standard 
24  December, 2015

NSX rElauNchES aiMS to ShakE up uS iNduStry

The National Stock Exchange 
(NSX) relaunched on Tuesday 
with a low-cost model its new 

management says will challenge 
current sector practices and could 
save US investors billions if adopted 
market-wide.

 NSX reopened as the 12th US stock 
exchange following a shutdown of 
more than a year and a half due 
to a lack of trading volume. It will 
charge 3 cents for every 100 shares 
it matches and will not charge 
anything for buy and sell orders 
posted there.

Most US exchanges charge 30 
cents per 100 shares executed 
and provide rebates that can be 
more than 30 cents per 100 shares 
posted as an incentive for brokers 
to provide liquidity, aimed at 
making it easier for others to get 
trades done. 

Exchange fees and rebates have 
been the subject of intense debate 

in recent years. Many brokers, 
proprietary trading firms, and 
institutional investors say exchange 
fees, which subsidize rebates, are 
too high, forcing them to send 
their orders to cheaper, broker-
run, private trading venues. Critics 
say the system creates conflicts of 
interest as brokers may seek the 
highest rebates for their clients’ 

orders rather than the best prices. 
“We’re going to go out with an 
aggressive model which drastically 
lowers access fees and addresses 
these concerns about rebates,” 
NSX Chief Executive Mark Sulavka 
said in an interview. 

The industry would save over $2 
billion a year in exchange fees if the 
market as a whole were to adopt 
NSX’s fee model, and more than 
$1.5 billion a year in rebates would 
be removed, he said. 

Exchange operator Nasdaq Inc 
lowered its fees and rebates for a 
number of stocks in a temporary 
experiment earlier this year and 
found it lost market share in those 
stocks as many trading firms 
sought higher rebates elsewhere. 
Jersey City, New Jersey based 
NSX, which first launched in 1885 
as the Cincinnati Stock Exchange, 
also has a flat fee structure, 
unlike the tiered model used by 

most exchanges, and does not let 
customers pay to co-locate their 
servers next to its matching engines 
to gain a speed advantage. NSX will 
compete against exchanges run 
by Nasdaq, BATS Global Markets, 
Intercontinental Exchange Inc, 
the Chicago Stock Exchange, 
and around 40 private trading 
platforms, including IEX Group.

Source: Business Standard 
24 December, 2015

LOCAL BANKS TOP IPO LEAGUE 
TABLE IN 2015

CIS: SEBI CLAMPED 
ON 60 COMPANIES 
IN JAN-NOVLocal investment banks 

dominated in initial public 
offerings (IPOs) during 

2015 when a healthy pipeline 
of issues hit the market.

 Kotak Mahindra Bank topped 
the charts with nine issues 
and a market share of 13.6 per 
cent, according to Bloomberg. 
Axis Bank came in second 
followed by Citi, Edelweiss 
Financial Services and 
JPMorgan. ICICI Securities and 
IDFC Capital were the other 
local investment banks that 
made it to the top 10.

“We realised the importance 
of being part of a larger global 
platform and continued to 
invest in the business in 
the past four years”, said V 
Jayasankar, senior executive 
director, Kotak Investment 
Banking. 

Several foreign investment 
banks, on the other hand, 
scaled down operations in the 
past few years. 

“There was a clear demand-
supply mismatch, and many 
companies were waiting to 

raise money. We caught the 
trend early”, said Dharmesh 
Mehta, managing director 
and chief executive officer, 
Axis Capital. “Our strong 
institutional franchise also 
proved to be a big help”, he 
added.

 Indian companies are now 
more confident about the 
execution skills of local 
banks. “Earlier, there was a 
perception that only foreign 
investment bankers could 
attract overseas money. That 
is no longer the case”, said 
Mehta.

 Indian investment banks 
were preferred by issuers of 
up to `.1, 000 crore, observed 
Prithvi Haldea, chairman of 
IPO tracker Prime Database. 
“Even for large issues, the 
dependence on foreign banks 
has come down”, he added.

 Haldea clarified that foreign 
banks were still in demand 
because they brought in a 
wider network of investors. 

The IPO market saw revival 
after four years, with 21 issues 

collectively raising `.13, 600 
crore in 2015, according to 
Prime Database.

 Nineteen companies had 
anchor investors that 
collectively subscribed to 30 
per cent of the total public issue 
amount. Indian institutional 
investors played a significant 
role as anchor investors, with 
their subscription amounting 
to 13 per cent of the amount, 
compared to 16 per cent by 
foreign institutional investors.

Source: Business Standard 
3 January, 2016

Taking strict action against illicit money pooling 
schemes, capital markets regulator Securities 
and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) had 

clamped on a little over 60 companies in the first 
eleven months of 2015 for illegally raising crores of 
rupees.

 In comparison, 45 firms were penalised by the 
regulator in all of 2014 for raising money through 
Collective Investment Schemes (CIS). 

Among others, PACL, Raghav Capital, Emerging India, 
BNP India Developers & Infrastructure, Popular Agro, 
USK India, IHI developers, Samruddha Jeevan Foods, 
Yatra Art Fund, Wisdom Agrotech and JSR Diaries, 
were garnering money through unauthorised CIS last 
year. Besides, barring all these firms from mobilising 
further funds from investors, these companies 
and their directors have also been restrained from 
accessing the securities market.

Further proceedings are underway in many cases. 
They were asked to wind up their existing schemes 
and repay their money, with interest. 

After, several restrictions have been imposed by Sebi 
on these companies through separate orders. 

These companies were raising capital through 
unauthorised CIS without taking necessary regulatory 
approvals, thereby violating the provisions of the 
Companies Act, besides applicable Sebi regulations. 
PTI

Source: Business Standard 
5 January, 2016

CHINA STOCKS MAY DIVE 27% IN ‘16: BOA
The early January blues for 

Chinese stocks will persist 
through 2016, according to 

Bank of America Merrill Lynch, 
which expects the Shanghai 
Composite index to end the year 
down roughly 27%, at about 2,600.

David Cui, head of China equity 
strategy , is known to be bearish 
on the world’s second largest 
economy--which is to say that 
he’s less sanguine than most of 
his peers about the consequences 
of unwinding leverage that has 
mounted in a short period of time. 
For China--which has enjoyed a 

rapid expansion of debt relative to 
the size of its economy--this time 
will not be different, Cui contended 
in a note.

“Historically, any country that 
grew debt this fast inevitably ran 
into financial-system problems, 
including currency devaluation, 
banking recap, and high inflation, 
and we do not expect China to 
be an exception”, said Cui. We 
believe that the government had 
maintained system stability over 
the past few years by allowing 
various implicit guarantees to get 
firmly entrenched, which has made 

the financial system fragile”.

Meanwhile, China moved to 
support its sinking stock market 
as state-controlled funds bought 
equities and the securities 
regulator signaled a selling ban 
on major investors will remain 
beyond this week’s expiration date, 
according to people familiar with 
the matter.

Government funds purchased 
local stocks on Tuesday after a 
7% tumble in the CSI300 Index 
on Monday triggered a market-
wide trading halt, said the people, 

who asked not to be identified 
because the buying wasn’t publicly 
disclosed. The China Securities 
Regulatory Commission asked 
bourses verbally to tell listed 
companies that the six-month 
sales ban on major stockholders 
will remain valid beyond Jan. 8, the 
people said.

Source: The Times of India 
6 January, 2016

COUNTDOWN TO BUDGET - TAX BREAKS SOUGHT 
TO REVIVE SEZS

The commerce department is 
once again trying to revitalize 
special economic zones (SEZs), 

many of which have surplus land 
at their disposal, and has pitched 
for removal of minimum alternate 
tax (MAT) as well as postponing 
the phase-out of tax exemptions 
in the budget. When contacted, 
commerce and industry minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman confirmed the 
development and said, “We have 
had detailed discussions on this 
and a delegation of SEZs came and 
met me... Our intention is to make 
SEZs as vibrant as they can be. They 
should benefit from exports. They 
should also sometimes, if there 
is capacity for them, be able to 
do some work for domestic units, 
which want them to supplement 
their activities. A great degree of 
flexibility should be offered to units 
which are located in SEZs. “ Sources 
said that Sitharaman had raised the 
issue with finance minister Arun 
Jaitley before he left for Davos 

to attend the World Economic 
Forum’s annual meeting.

In its pre-budget proposal, the 
department is also learnt to have 
flagged the issue of providing some 
assistance to exports, especially 
those which are labour-intensive 
such as textiles, leather, footwear, 
auto parts and certain engineering 
goods.

The commerce minister indicated 
that the proposals related to tack 
ling the high cost of capital, which 
despite the 3% interest subsidy 
remained high by international 
standards, were also discussed. 
“Not every sector is equally 
affected. There are sectors which 

are holding out and coincidently 
these are sectors where labour-
intensive work takes place. These 
sectors need to be given additional 
help so that they also don’t fall into 
red, “she told TOI.

Falling exports are a key policy 
headache for the Narendra Modi 
government, given that they have 
contracted for 13 months in a 
row and the global environment 
remains gloomy. In recent months, 
the rupee has weakened against 
the dollar but other currencies 
have depreciated more, resulting 
in the benefit not accruing to 
the exporters. In fact, apart from 
China, currencies such as the Thai 

baht or the Indonesian rupiah have 
depreciated more over the past 12 
months.

In case of SEZs, Sitharaman has 
been pressing for easier policy 
dispensation ever since she took 
charge in 2014 but the revenue 
department bureaucracy has 
repeatedly blocked any relaxation. 
The revenue department, which 
felt left out due to the owners 
being vested with a board headed 
by the commerce secretary, had 
got then FM Pranab Mukherjee to 
amend the SEZ law and levy MAT 
as well as dividend distribution tax 
on SEZs. This was done despite the 
SEZ Act promising a tax holiday for 
a specified period. The commerce 
ministry is now trying to set right 
the rules for SEZs which accounted 
for exports of $80 billion.

Source: The Times of India 
25 January, 2016

INVESTORS SEEK MEETING WITH SEBI TO 
OPPOSE NSE REJIG
Shareholders in the National 

Stock Exchange (NSE) have 
sought a meeting with the 

Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) about their opposition 
to NSE’s restructuring plan. This 
follows a letter opposing the plan, 
sent by a group of nine investors to the 
exchange’s chairman on January 13. 

The shareholders want Sebi to 
direct the exchange to drop its 
restructuring plan, which, they say, 
could delay the exchange’s Initial 
Public Offering (IPO) of shares and 
lead to significant tax liabilities. The 
regulator has agreed to schedule 
a meeting with the shareholders 
to discuss the issue, say people 
in the know. “We are hoping that 
Sebi takes up the matter with the 
exchange and directs it to drop 
its restructuring plan,” said a 
shareholder, on the condition of 
anonymity.

 According to a legal expert, the 
exchange is well within its rights 
to seek restructuring, which needs 
market regulator, Sebi’s nod. “In 
all probability, Sebi will do an 
independent evaluation of the 
proposal and may not be swayed 
by the recent complaints by the 
shareholders,” he said. However, he 
pointed out that a regulatory nod 
does not guarantee that the proposal 
will go through, as it may be blocked 
by the shareholders at the special 
resolution stage. “Technically, 
shareholders constituting more 
than 25 per cent paid-up equity 
capital of the company can block the 
proposal,” he said. (Paid-up capital 
is the amount of a company’s capital 
funded by shareholders. Paid-up 
capital can be less than a company’s 
total capital because a company 
may not issue all of the shares it has 
been authorised to sell.) 

Accounting for SBI’s opposition, at 
least 35 per cent of shareholders 
at present are not in favour of the 
restructuring. State Bank of India 
and subsidiary SBI Capital Markets 
together hold around 15 per cent in 
NSE. It could take at least a month 
for Sebi to evaluate the merits of 
the restructuring plan, said experts. 

In the January 13 letter, the nine 
investors — mostly foreign private-
equity players which together hold 
about 20 per cent stake in NSE — 
had pointed out that the merits 
of undertaking the restructuring 
had not been satisfactorily 
demonstrated by NSE and its 
management to the shareholders. 
The investors had requested the 
exchange not to go ahead with its 
restructuring plan and not to seek 
Sebi’s approval for the same. 

The letter requested the exchange 

to file an in-principle approval 
application for listing with Sebi 
within the next 30 days and start 
the groundwork for listing. In an 
email response last week, an NSE 
spokesperson said the restructuring 
plan was for ring-fencing the core 
regulatory function of the exchange 
after listing.

Source: Business Standard 
28 January, 2016

COMMERCE DEPT SEEKS SOPS FOR LABOUR-INTENSIVE EXPORTS

oversighT CommiTTees To shielD Bankers
CaBineT oks orDinanCe To Tweak Banking regulaTion aCT 

To give more TeeTh To rBi, Banks

The cabinet cleared the 
nonperforming asset (NPA) 
resolution package that in-

cludes an ordinance to empow-
er the Reserve Bank  of India to 
more effectively deal with bad 
assets, a move that will kick off a 
long-awaited initiative aimed at 
cleaning up  the balance sheets 
of banks burdened with bad debt.

The cabinet also approved a new 
policy to boost consumption of 
locally produced steel and mod-
ifications to  recommendations of 
the Seventh Central Pay Commis-
sion with respect to pensioners. 
“The cabinet has approved a ma-
jor decision related to the bank-
ing sector, which has been sent 
to the President,“ finance min-
ister Arun Jaitley told reporters 
after the meeting of the cabinet 
chaired by Prime Minister  Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday evening.
Jaitley declined to elaborate on 
the contents of the plan.

“There is a convention that when 
some proposal is referred to the 
President then details of it cannot 
be disclosed till it is  approved. As 
soon as approval comes, details 
will be shared, “he said. A se-
nior finance ministry official said 
the government  proposes to is-
sue an ordinance to amend the 
Banking Regulation Act, which 

will empower Reserve Bank to 
deal much  more effectively with 
stressed assets. Changes are be-
ing made to Section 35A of the 
Banking Regulation Act as also 
certain provisions of the Bank-
ruptcy Code.

These changes will empower RBI 
to give directions to banks to ef-
fectively resolve NPAs, another 
official said. ET had reported on 
April 4 that the government was 
looking to issue an ordinance to 
enable RBI to direct banks on 
stressed assets as moving amend-
ments to the Banking Regulation 
Act through Parliament could 
take time. The reworked law  will 
also empower RBI to set up over-
sight committees that will shield 
bankers from any subsequent 
action by  investigative agencies 
looking into loan recasts.

As per the latest government 
data, public sector banks’ gross 

bad loans rose by over Rs 1 lakh 
crore in the first nine months  
of the last fiscal year to Rs 6.07 
lakh crore by December end from 
Rs 5.02 lakh crore at the end of 
March 2016. Efforts  over the 
past few years to resolve the bad 
loans issue have met with limited 
success, prompting the govern-
ment t to push for a more effec-
tive plan.

NEW STEEL POLICY

The cabinet cleared a policy for 
providing preference to domesti-
cally manufactured iron and steel 
products in  government procure-
ment, in line with the ̀ Make in In-
dia’ initiative.

MODIFICATIONS TO PAY COM-
MISSION

The cabinet approved modifica-
tions to the Seventh Central Pay 
Commission recommendations 
on pay and pensions based on  

suggestions made by a commit-
tee chaired by secretary, pen-
sions. This will entail additional 
expenditure of about Rs 5,031 
crore  in FY17. It will benefit more 
than 55 lakh pre-2016 civil and 
defence pensioners and family 
pensioners.

MOU WITH MALAYSIA

The cabinet approved the mem-
orandum of understanding with 
Malaysia for a $2.1-billion urea 
and ammonia 

manufacturing plant in that coun-
try for dedicated supply to the In-
dian market.

CCEA DECISIONS

The Cabinet Committee on Eco-
nomic Affairs approved the for-
eign investment proposal of Twin 
Star Technologies Ltd

 for foreign investment up to Rs 
9,000 crore from Twin Star Over-
seas Ltd, Mauritius. It also ap-
proved the disinvestment

plan for hotels of India Tourism 
Development Corp (ITDC), which 
are being given to state govern-
ments.

Source: The Economic Times  
4 May, 2017
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015

Motherson suMi, Bharat Forge, havells, Cox & Kings and hCl 
teCh Fall up to 6%
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June 29th - July 4th, 2015

Sebi moveS 
againSt money 
laundering in 
liSted SmeS

imPaCt oF greeCe debt CriSiS 

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has moved against four 
companies listed on a special platform 

created for fund-raising by small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). Sebi’s investigations 
have revealed certain entities manipulated 
the share price of these companies to 
launder money. The regulator has barred a 
total of 239 persons / entities, including the 
four companies, from accessing the market. 
The four companies are Eco Friendly Food 
Processing Park Limited, Esteem Bio Organic 
Food Processing Limited, HPC Biosciences 
Limited, and Channel Nine Entertainment 
Limited. The first three are involved in 
agricultural businesses, while the fourth is 
a production and distribution company for 
serials, films and events. The companies 
were listed on the BSE between January 
and March 2013. “I am of the considered 
view that the schemes, plan, device and 
artifice employed in this case, apart from 
being a possible case of money-laundering 
or tax evasion, which could be seen by 
the concerned law enforcement agencies 
separately, is prima facie also a fraud in 
the securities market,” said the Sebi order. 
Entities bid up the shares of the companies 
to convert black money into white, according 
to the Sebi order. The total profit earned 
by the entities involved is pegged at Rs. 
468.99 crore. The ban comes into force with 
immediate effect. The barred

Source: Business Standard 
June30, 2015

UJJVALJAUHARI The mounting Greek crisis 
and the uncertainty it brings, have turned 
the Street cautious and led to markets’ 

fall. Although markets recovered a significant part 
of the losses as the day ended, companies with 
visible exposure to Europe saw their share prices 
fall sharply. 

Some of these stocks were already under pressure 
last week, when the possible exit of Greece was 
being discussed. They lost between one and six per 
cent (a few ended flat) of their value on Monday. 

“The extent to which the markets can correct 
cannot be gauged looking at the multiple risks 
that are involved,” says Mayuresh Joshi at Angel 
Broking, who believes the flight towards the dollar 
and precious metals might be there till the clarity 
on the Greece matter comes through, keeping 
equity markets volatile.

Nilesh Shah, managing director at Kotak Mutual 
Fund, says certain stocks in IT, pharma and auto 
ancillaries having significant exposure to Europe 
will underperform. Since Greece issue is well 
known for some time, it is unlikely to cause as 
much correction as in the 2008 Global Crisis, said 
Shah. From India’s point of view, our markets 
would witness a little lower volatility than peers as 
we are least impacted from the unfolding events in 
Greece and EU, he added. 

Anil Sarin, executive vice-president at Edelweiss 
Global Asset Management, echoes a similar view. 
He says the impact on Indian equities market will 
be limited and the correction offers good entry 
opportunities for investors. 

Nevertheless, for now, while the broader market 
will be under pressure, among the stocks that 
could see more heat would be companies with 
higher exposure to Europe. HCL Tech generates 
about a third of its revenues from the European 
region and looking at the uncertainties in Europe 
as well as the currency headwinds, the stock could 
remain under pressure, say analysts. 

Crompton Greaves (excluding the consumer 
business) has significant exposure to Belgium 
and other parts of Europe. After the acquisition 
of the Belgium-based Pauwels Trafo/Pauwels 
Group in May 2005, the company had acquired 
GANZ (Hungary), Microsol (Ireland), ZIV (Spain) 
and Sonomatra (France). These acquisitions had 
pushed the company into the league of the top 
electrical companies in the world. However, 
significant exposure to Europe has brought 

pressure on the company’s stock price.

Havells is another stock to watch, according to 
analysts looking primarily at translation impact of 
currency due to its Sylvania operations. The impact 
on earnings, however, might not be meaningful 
due to lower profit contribution in the overseas 
business, say analysts.

Cox & Kings, too, was under the spotlight as a 
significant part of the Ebitda (earnings before 
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation) it 
generates is from the UK travel and education 
business. The stock that had been trending down 
for more than a month fell 11.6 per cent intra-
day but closed 5.6 per cent lower at Rs.236.20 on 
Monday.

Among auto ancillary companies have exposure 
to Europe like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge. 
Companies like Motherson Sumi and Bharat Forge 
are the ones that can see risks increase with the 
European crisis deepening, says Joshi. Bharat 
Forge derives about 25 per cent of its revenues 
from exports to Europe.

Besides, pharma and tech players that export 
to Europe are likely to feel the pressure. This 
includes Dr Reddy’s and Aurobindo — the latter 
had acquired Actavis to consolidate European 
business. 

Besides, Jubilant Life Science’s licensed chemical 
business, Dr Reddy’s and Lupin’s German business 
can see some pressure, says Surjit Pal at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, who believes that the impact will be seen 
only in the second quarter of 2015-16.

Though pharma companies have so far made up 
for the cross currency headwinds through strong 
US growth, revenue growth would be much higher 
if Europe also contributed well.

India VIX jumps most in 7 weeks Country’s 
benchmark gauge of option costs jumped the most 
in seven weeks as stocks declined amid concern 
Greece will leave the euro region. Demand for 
protection against swings in Infosys surged to a 
two-month high. The India VIX Index rallied 9.8 per 
cent to 17.30 at the close in Mumbai Monday, the 
steepest gain since May 12. The CNX Nifty index 
fell 0.8 percent to 8,318.40, its biggest drop in two 
weeks. BLOOMBERG

Source: Business Standard 
June 30, 2015
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An Initiatve by

Fund-raiSing through QiPS hitS 19-month low

PeS Show PreFerenCe For Controlled dealS

One firm mObilises mOney via rOute in this quarter, cOmpared tO 12 a year agO
The fall of markets from their 
peak levels earlier this year, and 
the range bound movement since 
then, has not only dampened 
investor sentiment, but has also 
kept companies at bay from raising 
funds via the qualified institutional 
placement (QIP) route over the past 
few months, which hit a 19-month 
low in November.

(QIP is a process to enable listed 
companies to raise finance through 
the issue of securities to qualified 
institutional buyers.) 

So far in the current quarter 
(October to December), only J 
Kumar Infraprojects raised `409 
crore through the QIP route, 
compared to 12 companies that 
had mobilised `3,400 crore in the 
corresponding period last year. 
Not a single company has raised 
funds via the QIP route so far in 
November. During February April 
2014, no company had used the 
QIP route.

So far in 2015, 28 firms raised 
`17,694 crore through QIP, which 
is 44 per cent lower compared to 
the corresponding period in 2014, 
when 29 companies had mobilised 
`31,025 crore. As many as 33 firms 
had raised `31,684 crore in the 
whole of 2014.

Analysts attribute this to volatile 
market conditions that have kept 
companies from raising funds 
through this route.

“Market conditions have turned 
for the worse in the past couple of 
months and many companies are 
not urgently looking to raise cash at 
lower valuations. That apart, many 
QIPs, over the past few years, have 
been by debt-laden companies 
looking to reduce their debt. While 
these were done at reasonable 
valuations, investors subscribed in 
the hope of an economic recovery 
led improvement in numbers for 
these companies, but have been 
let down so far. So, the appetite 
for funding such companies has 

been lower,” said Aashish 
Somaiyaa, managing director 
and chief executive, Motilal 
Oswal AMC.

Negative returns

In the past one-and-a-half 
months, the S&P BSE Sensex 
has corrected one per cent 
and slipped 12 per cent from 
its peak in  rch. As a result, 
most QIPs in 2015 have 
returned negative value, 
with 16 out of 28 trading 
below their offer price. 
“The secondary markets have lost 
considerable ground since their 
peak in March. That apart, a lot of 
investors have lost money in QIPs. 
These are the two main reasons 
why QIPs have failed to pick up this 
year. The road ahead depends on 
how the secondary markets play 
out. We need at least a 10 to 15 per 
cent rally from here for companies 
and investors to get attracted 
to QIPs,” said G Chokkalingam, 
founder and managing director of 
Equinomics Research & Advisory. 

“A pick-up can happen in case any 
particular theme has a dream run, 
as was the case with the logistics 
sector a few months ago. So, either 
there is a broad-based rally that 
takes the markets higher, or there is 
a theme that does well, which will 
re-kindle appetite for fund-raising 
via the QIP route,” Chokkalingam 
adds.

Source: Business Standard 
27 November, 2015

 In a recent deal, US private equity 
(PE) firm KKR bought 70 per cent 
stake in investment bank Avendus. 
In two recent deals, Fairfax India 
Holdings picked up 71 per cent 
in speciality chemicals maker Adi 
Finches and 74 per cent in National 
Collateral Management Services. 
In August, Sequoia Capital bought 
a significant minority stake in 
Groupon India and re-branded it 
near buy. 

The common factor in these 
deals is that they’re all ‘controlled 
transactions’, where the PE investor 
has acquired more than 51 per cent 
stake or is the largest investor in a 
company with significant minority 
stake. PEs, who have been living with 
minority stakes in Indian firms, are 
increasingly showing a preference 
for controlled deals in India, hoping 
for faster exits and better returns.

 “Minority stakes may have worked 
out (in the past). But today, we have 
so much operating experience. With 
controlled deals, we can control 

our destiny better and guide the 
outcomes (vision, implement 
strategy and exits) better,” Sanjay 
Nayar, member of KKR and chief 
executive officer (CEO) of KKR India, 
said in a recent interaction.

According to M K Sinha, managing 
partner and CEO of IDFC 
Alternatives, who has done a couple 
of controlled deals, such deals 
provide flexibility. “You can drive 
the operations the way you want; 
you are not dependent on someone 
else. You can take the company 
forward with greater control, ensure 
better governance and outcomes.” 

This was evident in the PE firm’s 
exit from Green Infra, a company 
incubated by IDFC Alternatives, 
where a subsidiary of Singapore-
based Sembacrop bought 60 per 
cent for $227 million. “We had the 
ability to control that sale. We were 
not dependent on a partner (read 
promoter) on when to exit,” says 
Sinha. 

Globally, PEs do a buyout, turn 
around a company, and sell it. In 
India, they were forced to pick only 
minority stakes as Indian promoters 
were not willing to cede control. 
Minority stakes often meant limited 
say in operations and strategy, and 
in some cases, differences and 
disputes with promoters. ‘‘When 
you are in minority, what do you 
say? You had cases like Lilliput, 
where the promoter went crazy 
with stores,” says a PE manager, 
who doesn’t wish to be quoted on 
this.

The problem with minority stakes 
is the degree of control. ‘‘You 
are dependent on the majority 
shareholder for compliance, 
governance,’’ says Sinha. While a 
PE firm wants to exit in five, seven, 
or nine years, the promoter may 
have a different horizon for an 
initial public offering. “Minority 
stakes imposes a lot of restrictions 
for PEs to influence strategy and 
outcomes,” says Toshan Tamhane, 
partner, Mckinsey & Co.

NSE’S SME platforM gaiNS MoMENtuM thiS yEar
This has by far been the best 

year for the SME platform, 
started by the country’s two 

premier bourses about three years 
ago, to enable small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) to list.

The National Stock Exchange 
of India’s (NSE) moribund SME 
platform finally gained traction this 
year, with the exchange adding 20 
companies, of which five were listed 
on its Emerge platform through an 
initial public offering (IPO) and the 
rest on its Emerge-ITP platform, 
where companies are listed without 
an IPO. The exchange now has listed 
a total of 31 SMEs. BSE, on the other 
hand, added 38 companies this year, 
taking its total to 110 companies. In 
the next few months, the exchange 
plans to list another 15 SMEs on its 
platform.

“For us, the quality of listing is more 
important than numbers. From 
the very beginning we were more 
interested in building the right 
ecosystem first,” said Ravi Varanasi, 

chief, business development, NSE. 

Varanasi added the exchange was 
in talks with market participants 
to attract more SMEs. “At present, 
around 50 companies are at various 
stages of listing, which will happen 
in due course. It seems that the 
efforts of the last few years are 
being paid off now,” he said.

According to industry sources, the 
regulator has been putting pressure 
on the exchange to increase the 
number of its SME listings. NSE has 
maintained that the fewer listings 
on its platform is a result of stringent 
listing norms. 

Ashishkumar Chauhan, managing 
director & CEO, BSE, in a recent 
interview to Business Standard, 
attributed the success of the BSE 
SME platform to market-making. 
“The SME platform is an investment, 
not a trading platform, so we are not 
banking on trades to sustain it. We 
are going for compulsory market-
making and that has been one of the 
reasons for the platform’s success.” 

The SME segment is still grappling 
with issues such as lack of liquidity 
and lacklustre institutional 
participation. “The segment needs 
a complete overhaul as there are 
hardly any qualified investors willing 
to put money into these companies,” 
said G Ganesh, founder, Inga Capital. 
“The stocks are traded among a 
select group, mostly promoters. You 
can’t get in and out at will,” he said. 

According to experts, the need 
of the hour is to bring in priority 
investing from big institutional 
players and tweak the lot size to 
improve liquidity. The minimum lot 
size varies between `1 lakh and ` 2 
lakh. 

Institutional participation has not 
been absent altogether, though. 
For instance, Sidbi bought about 
four per cent of the IPO of Ashapura 
Intimates Fashion. Central Bank of 
India and Bank of Maharashtra have 
bought 2.26 per cent and 1.4 per 
cent, respectively, of the IPO of Opal 
Luxury Time Products.

 Institutions such as ICICI Bank, State 
Bank of India, Bank of Baroda, Bank 
of India and Union Bank of India 
have invested in Mitcon Consultancy 
& Engineering Services.

Source: Business Standard 
24  December, 2015

NSX rElauNchES aiMS to ShakE up uS iNduStry

The National Stock Exchange 
(NSX) relaunched on Tuesday 
with a low-cost model its new 

management says will challenge 
current sector practices and could 
save US investors billions if adopted 
market-wide.

 NSX reopened as the 12th US stock 
exchange following a shutdown of 
more than a year and a half due 
to a lack of trading volume. It will 
charge 3 cents for every 100 shares 
it matches and will not charge 
anything for buy and sell orders 
posted there.

Most US exchanges charge 30 
cents per 100 shares executed 
and provide rebates that can be 
more than 30 cents per 100 shares 
posted as an incentive for brokers 
to provide liquidity, aimed at 
making it easier for others to get 
trades done. 

Exchange fees and rebates have 
been the subject of intense debate 

in recent years. Many brokers, 
proprietary trading firms, and 
institutional investors say exchange 
fees, which subsidize rebates, are 
too high, forcing them to send 
their orders to cheaper, broker-
run, private trading venues. Critics 
say the system creates conflicts of 
interest as brokers may seek the 
highest rebates for their clients’ 

orders rather than the best prices. 
“We’re going to go out with an 
aggressive model which drastically 
lowers access fees and addresses 
these concerns about rebates,” 
NSX Chief Executive Mark Sulavka 
said in an interview. 

The industry would save over $2 
billion a year in exchange fees if the 
market as a whole were to adopt 
NSX’s fee model, and more than 
$1.5 billion a year in rebates would 
be removed, he said. 

Exchange operator Nasdaq Inc 
lowered its fees and rebates for a 
number of stocks in a temporary 
experiment earlier this year and 
found it lost market share in those 
stocks as many trading firms 
sought higher rebates elsewhere. 
Jersey City, New Jersey based 
NSX, which first launched in 1885 
as the Cincinnati Stock Exchange, 
also has a flat fee structure, 
unlike the tiered model used by 

most exchanges, and does not let 
customers pay to co-locate their 
servers next to its matching engines 
to gain a speed advantage. NSX will 
compete against exchanges run 
by Nasdaq, BATS Global Markets, 
Intercontinental Exchange Inc, 
the Chicago Stock Exchange, 
and around 40 private trading 
platforms, including IEX Group.

Source: Business Standard 
24 December, 2015

LOCAL BANKS TOP IPO LEAGUE 
TABLE IN 2015

CIS: SEBI CLAMPED 
ON 60 COMPANIES 
IN JAN-NOVLocal investment banks 

dominated in initial public 
offerings (IPOs) during 

2015 when a healthy pipeline 
of issues hit the market.

 Kotak Mahindra Bank topped 
the charts with nine issues 
and a market share of 13.6 per 
cent, according to Bloomberg. 
Axis Bank came in second 
followed by Citi, Edelweiss 
Financial Services and 
JPMorgan. ICICI Securities and 
IDFC Capital were the other 
local investment banks that 
made it to the top 10.

“We realised the importance 
of being part of a larger global 
platform and continued to 
invest in the business in 
the past four years”, said V 
Jayasankar, senior executive 
director, Kotak Investment 
Banking. 

Several foreign investment 
banks, on the other hand, 
scaled down operations in the 
past few years. 

“There was a clear demand-
supply mismatch, and many 
companies were waiting to 

raise money. We caught the 
trend early”, said Dharmesh 
Mehta, managing director 
and chief executive officer, 
Axis Capital. “Our strong 
institutional franchise also 
proved to be a big help”, he 
added.

 Indian companies are now 
more confident about the 
execution skills of local 
banks. “Earlier, there was a 
perception that only foreign 
investment bankers could 
attract overseas money. That 
is no longer the case”, said 
Mehta.

 Indian investment banks 
were preferred by issuers of 
up to `.1, 000 crore, observed 
Prithvi Haldea, chairman of 
IPO tracker Prime Database. 
“Even for large issues, the 
dependence on foreign banks 
has come down”, he added.

 Haldea clarified that foreign 
banks were still in demand 
because they brought in a 
wider network of investors. 

The IPO market saw revival 
after four years, with 21 issues 

collectively raising `.13, 600 
crore in 2015, according to 
Prime Database.

 Nineteen companies had 
anchor investors that 
collectively subscribed to 30 
per cent of the total public issue 
amount. Indian institutional 
investors played a significant 
role as anchor investors, with 
their subscription amounting 
to 13 per cent of the amount, 
compared to 16 per cent by 
foreign institutional investors.

Source: Business Standard 
3 January, 2016

Taking strict action against illicit money pooling 
schemes, capital markets regulator Securities 
and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) had 

clamped on a little over 60 companies in the first 
eleven months of 2015 for illegally raising crores of 
rupees.

 In comparison, 45 firms were penalised by the 
regulator in all of 2014 for raising money through 
Collective Investment Schemes (CIS). 

Among others, PACL, Raghav Capital, Emerging India, 
BNP India Developers & Infrastructure, Popular Agro, 
USK India, IHI developers, Samruddha Jeevan Foods, 
Yatra Art Fund, Wisdom Agrotech and JSR Diaries, 
were garnering money through unauthorised CIS last 
year. Besides, barring all these firms from mobilising 
further funds from investors, these companies 
and their directors have also been restrained from 
accessing the securities market.

Further proceedings are underway in many cases. 
They were asked to wind up their existing schemes 
and repay their money, with interest. 

After, several restrictions have been imposed by Sebi 
on these companies through separate orders. 

These companies were raising capital through 
unauthorised CIS without taking necessary regulatory 
approvals, thereby violating the provisions of the 
Companies Act, besides applicable Sebi regulations. 
PTI

Source: Business Standard 
5 January, 2016

CHINA STOCKS MAY DIVE 27% IN ‘16: BOA
The early January blues for 

Chinese stocks will persist 
through 2016, according to 

Bank of America Merrill Lynch, 
which expects the Shanghai 
Composite index to end the year 
down roughly 27%, at about 2,600.

David Cui, head of China equity 
strategy , is known to be bearish 
on the world’s second largest 
economy--which is to say that 
he’s less sanguine than most of 
his peers about the consequences 
of unwinding leverage that has 
mounted in a short period of time. 
For China--which has enjoyed a 

rapid expansion of debt relative to 
the size of its economy--this time 
will not be different, Cui contended 
in a note.

“Historically, any country that 
grew debt this fast inevitably ran 
into financial-system problems, 
including currency devaluation, 
banking recap, and high inflation, 
and we do not expect China to 
be an exception”, said Cui. We 
believe that the government had 
maintained system stability over 
the past few years by allowing 
various implicit guarantees to get 
firmly entrenched, which has made 

the financial system fragile”.

Meanwhile, China moved to 
support its sinking stock market 
as state-controlled funds bought 
equities and the securities 
regulator signaled a selling ban 
on major investors will remain 
beyond this week’s expiration date, 
according to people familiar with 
the matter.

Government funds purchased 
local stocks on Tuesday after a 
7% tumble in the CSI300 Index 
on Monday triggered a market-
wide trading halt, said the people, 

who asked not to be identified 
because the buying wasn’t publicly 
disclosed. The China Securities 
Regulatory Commission asked 
bourses verbally to tell listed 
companies that the six-month 
sales ban on major stockholders 
will remain valid beyond Jan. 8, the 
people said.

Source: The Times of India 
6 January, 2016

COUNTDOWN TO BUDGET - TAX BREAKS SOUGHT 
TO REVIVE SEZS

The commerce department is 
once again trying to revitalize 
special economic zones (SEZs), 

many of which have surplus land 
at their disposal, and has pitched 
for removal of minimum alternate 
tax (MAT) as well as postponing 
the phase-out of tax exemptions 
in the budget. When contacted, 
commerce and industry minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman confirmed the 
development and said, “We have 
had detailed discussions on this 
and a delegation of SEZs came and 
met me... Our intention is to make 
SEZs as vibrant as they can be. They 
should benefit from exports. They 
should also sometimes, if there 
is capacity for them, be able to 
do some work for domestic units, 
which want them to supplement 
their activities. A great degree of 
flexibility should be offered to units 
which are located in SEZs. “ Sources 
said that Sitharaman had raised the 
issue with finance minister Arun 
Jaitley before he left for Davos 

to attend the World Economic 
Forum’s annual meeting.

In its pre-budget proposal, the 
department is also learnt to have 
flagged the issue of providing some 
assistance to exports, especially 
those which are labour-intensive 
such as textiles, leather, footwear, 
auto parts and certain engineering 
goods.

The commerce minister indicated 
that the proposals related to tack 
ling the high cost of capital, which 
despite the 3% interest subsidy 
remained high by international 
standards, were also discussed. 
“Not every sector is equally 
affected. There are sectors which 

are holding out and coincidently 
these are sectors where labour-
intensive work takes place. These 
sectors need to be given additional 
help so that they also don’t fall into 
red, “she told TOI.

Falling exports are a key policy 
headache for the Narendra Modi 
government, given that they have 
contracted for 13 months in a 
row and the global environment 
remains gloomy. In recent months, 
the rupee has weakened against 
the dollar but other currencies 
have depreciated more, resulting 
in the benefit not accruing to 
the exporters. In fact, apart from 
China, currencies such as the Thai 

baht or the Indonesian rupiah have 
depreciated more over the past 12 
months.

In case of SEZs, Sitharaman has 
been pressing for easier policy 
dispensation ever since she took 
charge in 2014 but the revenue 
department bureaucracy has 
repeatedly blocked any relaxation. 
The revenue department, which 
felt left out due to the owners 
being vested with a board headed 
by the commerce secretary, had 
got then FM Pranab Mukherjee to 
amend the SEZ law and levy MAT 
as well as dividend distribution tax 
on SEZs. This was done despite the 
SEZ Act promising a tax holiday for 
a specified period. The commerce 
ministry is now trying to set right 
the rules for SEZs which accounted 
for exports of $80 billion.

Source: The Times of India 
25 January, 2016

INVESTORS SEEK MEETING WITH SEBI TO 
OPPOSE NSE REJIG
Shareholders in the National 

Stock Exchange (NSE) have 
sought a meeting with the 

Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) about their opposition 
to NSE’s restructuring plan. This 
follows a letter opposing the plan, 
sent by a group of nine investors to the 
exchange’s chairman on January 13. 

The shareholders want Sebi to 
direct the exchange to drop its 
restructuring plan, which, they say, 
could delay the exchange’s Initial 
Public Offering (IPO) of shares and 
lead to significant tax liabilities. The 
regulator has agreed to schedule 
a meeting with the shareholders 
to discuss the issue, say people 
in the know. “We are hoping that 
Sebi takes up the matter with the 
exchange and directs it to drop 
its restructuring plan,” said a 
shareholder, on the condition of 
anonymity.

 According to a legal expert, the 
exchange is well within its rights 
to seek restructuring, which needs 
market regulator, Sebi’s nod. “In 
all probability, Sebi will do an 
independent evaluation of the 
proposal and may not be swayed 
by the recent complaints by the 
shareholders,” he said. However, he 
pointed out that a regulatory nod 
does not guarantee that the proposal 
will go through, as it may be blocked 
by the shareholders at the special 
resolution stage. “Technically, 
shareholders constituting more 
than 25 per cent paid-up equity 
capital of the company can block the 
proposal,” he said. (Paid-up capital 
is the amount of a company’s capital 
funded by shareholders. Paid-up 
capital can be less than a company’s 
total capital because a company 
may not issue all of the shares it has 
been authorised to sell.) 

Accounting for SBI’s opposition, at 
least 35 per cent of shareholders 
at present are not in favour of the 
restructuring. State Bank of India 
and subsidiary SBI Capital Markets 
together hold around 15 per cent in 
NSE. It could take at least a month 
for Sebi to evaluate the merits of 
the restructuring plan, said experts. 

In the January 13 letter, the nine 
investors — mostly foreign private-
equity players which together hold 
about 20 per cent stake in NSE — 
had pointed out that the merits 
of undertaking the restructuring 
had not been satisfactorily 
demonstrated by NSE and its 
management to the shareholders. 
The investors had requested the 
exchange not to go ahead with its 
restructuring plan and not to seek 
Sebi’s approval for the same. 

The letter requested the exchange 

to file an in-principle approval 
application for listing with Sebi 
within the next 30 days and start 
the groundwork for listing. In an 
email response last week, an NSE 
spokesperson said the restructuring 
plan was for ring-fencing the core 
regulatory function of the exchange 
after listing.

Source: Business Standard 
28 January, 2016

COMMERCE DEPT SEEKS SOPS FOR LABOUR-INTENSIVE EXPORTS

pe invesTors help Cos professionalise

The recent stock market rally 
that helped the Sensex cross 
the 30,000 mark has buoyed 

many private equity investo 300% 
more than their listing price. Of 
the 67 IPOs in past five years, 42 
-that is, 63% -have shown positive 
returns of  between 25% and 300%, 
an ET analysis shows.

“IPO has been one of the most 
sought-after exit routes for PEs and 
with the markets going up, if the 
investee company is  of size, IPO 
has been an option, “said Sanjeev 
Krishan, head of PE transactions 
advisory services at PwC India. 
“The return s too are a factor of 
the state of public markets, and 
since they have been doing well, 
exit pricing has looked up  in recent 
times, though it continues to be 
company-specific, “he said. Sure 
enough, not all the newly listed 
firms could  attract investors. Of all 
the firms listed on Indian bourses 
in the past five years, 42 were 
PE-backed companies that have  
raised $4.49 billion, or about Rs`. 
28,900 crore, through initial share 
sales. As many as 30 of them have 
given positive  returns while 12 are 

currently trading below offer price, 
ET analysis shows. There has been 
a spurt in the number of PE  backed 
firms hitting capital market over 
the past couple of years.

Some experts attribute this to the 
influence of PE investors as they 
help startups professionalise fast 
and attract investors. “Sophisticated 
investors like private equity players 
put several filters like quality of 
the management, quality of the  
business and growth potential, 
among others, before investing 
in any company ,“ said Sandeep 
Nayak, CEO at  Centrum Broking. 
“Hence, these companies tend 
to do well in the primary market 
as well as secondary market if 
priced  reasonably as investors feel 
confident in putting their money 
in these companies, “he said. Ravi 
Sardana,  EVP (investment banking) 
at ICICI Securities, said PE investors 
bring in a level of professional 
management and corporate  
governance in their investee 
companies. “They also focus on 
capital allocation and growth plans 
which are a good  preparation for a 
public listing, “he said.

According to data from PE and M&A 
data provider Venture Intelligence, 
30 PE-backed companies listed on 
the bourse s in the past two years 
-16 in 2016-17 and 14 in FY16. 
Before that, only five, one and 
seven PE-backed companies  listed 
during FY13, FY14 and FY15. One 
of these firms, IMImobile was not 
listed in India but on Alternative  
Investment Market (AIM) in 
London, in 2014.

Some of the top PE-backed 
companies that hit Dalal Street and 
gave their investors an exit include 
Bharti Infratel,  Equitas Holdings, 
Laurus Labs, Bombay Stock 
Exchange, RBL Bank, Endurance 
Technologies, Ujjivan Financial 
Services,  Parag Milk, Care Rating 
and Healthcare Global. These ten 
firms together have given $927 
million, or about Rs 5,963 crore, of 
returns to their investors so far.

Some investors continue to 
hold positions in a few of these 
companies while others have 
partially cashed out,  Venture 
Intelligence data showed.

In the past five years, PE investors 

saw exits worth $37.6 billion, 
of which those through M&As 
amounted to $20 billion,  it said. 
M&As include exits through 
secondary sales to other PE 
investors as well as strategic sale. A 
lot of PE exits also  came through 
the public markets where through 
622 deals, PE funds took home 
$17.6 billion. Most of these were 
block deals, and IPOs accounted for 
only one-tenth of PE exits through 
stock markets at $1.7 billion.

PE-backed firms struggling to 
impress the street so far include PNC 
Infratech, Adlabs Entertainment, 
Ortel Communications, Speciality 
Restaurants, Monte Carlo 
Fashions, UFO Movies, Quick 
Heal Technologies, Coffee Day 
Enterprise, Just Dial  and CL 
Educare. These companies have 
given negative returns ranging 
between -2% to -58%, ET analysis 
shows.

Source: The Economic Times  
6 May, 2017
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